
Salvaged, shuffled and reshaped, trash becomes art

Article Photos Map Related Don't Link Tags

By LAURA KNOWLES, Correspondent

Media Center

Related Topics

Related Stories

Intelligencer Journal

Lancaster New Era
Sep 03, 2009 19:55 EST

Lancaster

What happens when you take old stuff and transform it into some really cool

new stuff?

The results can be pretty amazing.

"SALVAGE: Reclaiming Recycling," a new exhibit at F&M's Phillips Museum,

features 63 artists with 95 fascinating recycled masterpieces that use

everything from old plumbing pipes to smoke detectors to children's toys.

The very green, national, juried exhibition was co-curated by 2009 F&M

graduates Christine Batta and Nicole DeAugustine.

One of the most compelling pieces welcomes visitors to the Rothman Gallery

and Sally Gibson Curriculum Gallery at the museum. Clifford Blanchard of

Norristown, N.J. used old stainless steel parts to create a polished 500-pound

creation titled "Solvognen Sun Chariot," a massive wheeled chariot pulled by

a stainless steel horse.

"It took three hours to install this piece," says curator of collections Claire

Giblin, adding that it was many more hours, days, weeks and months of

welding, molding and polishing to produce the recycled metal sculpture.

Another impressive stainless steel work was done by Lancaster artist Ken

Young, who used knives, swords, machine parts and die-cut remnants to

fashion an elegant winged "Phoenix" with knife "feathers" and bolt "eyes."

"It is incredible to see what the artists have done with ordinary objects to

create extraordinary works of art," says Giblin, who issued the call to artists

throughout the U.S.

Recycling is the theme and Leo Sewell of Philadelphia produced two of the

most eye-catching pieces with his "Seated Lady" and "Boxer" companion

sculptures. Thoroughly engrossing, Sewell's creations invite the observer to

examine the minute details of each piece.

In "Boxer," a lady's brooch, croquet mallet, film canister, toy xylophone keys,

wooden fish, carved parrot, tool handles, Sesame Street toy wheels and

hundreds of other tiny pieces form a colorfully lifelike dog.

"Seated Lady" has toes made of Fisher Price toy figures, Hess truck bodies for arms and Brownie camera flash bulbs

for breasts. The wildly whimsical work has a rotary phone dial, Pennsylvania license plate and kitchen gadget

interwoven with other items that form the image of a life-sized seated lady.

"Once you start looking, you can't stop." says Giblin, just as she notices the Philadelphia Museum of Art button and

toy police car in the sculpture.

Such inventiveness is evident even in the simpler works, such as Tony Murray's spaceship made of an old smoke

detector with disposable razor legs.

Milt Friedly of Rheems crafted old plumbing pipe into a copper-hued sculpture with blue accents, while Elizabeth

Morrisette of Fort Collins, Colorado, used beer bottle caps for her sculptured work.

Bart Vargas of Minneapolis, Minn. used hundreds of old computer keys to create the world, with the continents in

ivory hued keys and the oceans in black. His work is titled "There are Places on the Map that don't Exist."

Humor is demonstrated with Arnold Angelo's "Not Now Arnold." The Montpelier, Vermont artist used a highback

upholstered chair with crossed wooden arms and chair legs to make his point.

Positively pretty, Jo Murray of Collegeville, Pa. used little girls' treasures to encrust her "Childhood" shrine with beads,

baubles, pearls, flowers, hair pins, tiny cameos and other sweet memories from childhood.

"This exhibit shows that the motto of reduce, reuse and recycle is definitely not stale and boring. Quite the opposite,"

says Giblin, adding that posters and invitations to the exhibit were made of recycled magazine pages by F&M art and

anthropology students.

An artists' reception and awards presentation will take place Saturday, Sept. 19 at 1 p.m. in the Rothman Gallery. A

screening of the film "The Story of Stuff" will be part of the day's events, and artists will view a video of juror, Linda

Cunningham, speaking of her selections and the exhibition.

"SALVAGE: Reclaiming Recycling"

Opened Thurs. Artists' reception:

Sept. 19, 1 p.m. in Rothman Gallery

Cont. through Oct. 29

Tues.-Fri. 11:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
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Sat. and Sun. 12:30-4:30 p.m. Free

Sally Mather Gibson Curriculumand Rothman Galleries

Phillips Museum of Art

Steinman College Center

F&M College. 291-3879

www.fandm.edu/phillipsmuseum
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