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Best of Show Seated Lady, Boxer  by Leo Sewell at SALVAGE

Anybody looking for tangible proof of
the value of a liberal arts education
should go see SALVAGE: Reclaiming
Recycling, A National Juried Exhibition
at the Phillips Museum of Art at
Franklin and Marshall College before it
closes on October 18, 2009.

Many exhibits highlight the found art
movement, but this exhibit is one of the
best at any museum. The fact that the
SALVAGE exhibit was conceived,
planned and put together by two
members of the F&M Class of 2009
while they were still art history students
at the college makes it even more
remarkable.

Nicole DeAugustine and Christine Batta
worked with museum curator Claire Giblin to create an "exhibition of works using only
recycled, salvaged, found, re-used materials in an effort to convey the contribution artists
and art venues make in a green conscious society." Linda Cunningham  served as juror for
the national exhibition. The result is a truly innovative exhibit with 63 artists contributing
95 intriguing works of art. 

As you walk through the two story exhibit, the difference between the chosen works is
striking. It is no wonder that the Seated Lady and Boxer sculptures by Leo Sewell were
chosen as "Best in Show." The two sculptures are well crafted, but the fact that the
sculptures are made entirely of reclaimed items adds a dimension that clearly causes
visitors to stop, examine the parts and then linger to admire the cleverness in equal
measure with the artistic design.

Some items in the exhibit clearly count on the "yuk" reaction of the audience. Michelle
Frick's  Medical Trash may not be an item most folks would want to hang in their home.
The sculpture's temporal nature would preclude such an installation. There is, however, no
mistaking the Frick's profound commentary on health care policy through her thought
provoking work.

Other items go back to a simpler time when it was customary for people to use everything
available and produce less trash. Chen Yi-Chuan' s three hats called Souvenir I, II and III
are each woven entirely from the artist's own hair. Use of human hair in jewelry and other
items was common in the United States during the revolutionary period.

The Phillips Museum is located in Steinman College Center, on College Avenue, at
Franklin & Marshall College in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. The museum is open Tuesday
through Friday from11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., on weekends from 12:30 p.m.to 4:30 p.m.
and on Lancaster "First Fridays" from 4:30-6:30 p.m.  when the college is in session.
Allow a little over two hours to drive from Washington, DC to Phillips Museum of Art at
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National Juried Exhibition conceived and co-chaired by Nicole
DeAugustine and Christine Batta 2009 graduates of Franklin &
Marshall College at the Phillips Museum of Art
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Allow a little over two hours to drive from Washington, DC to Phillips Museum of Art at
Franklin and Marshall College. The museum is closed during all Franklin and Marshall
College breaks.

For other articles on recent found art exhibitions in Washington, DC see, Jean Shin's
found art at the Smithsonian American Art Museum and Red Bull art of the can exhibition
at Union Station.

For another article on the use of art to advocate changes in health care see, Art as
advocacy.
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BC17603 says:

When visiting, check out Downtown Lancaster's only architectural salvage shop, BUiLDiNG
CHARACTER, rear warehouses @ 342 N. Queen Street. www.BUiLDiNGCHARACTER.biz
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October 12, 9:01 PM

Erwin says:

Thanks for the article. Great show, well worth a visit. Fabulous to see all the innovative uses
of used materials and creative interpretations. The globe made from computer keys is my
favorite!

October 12, 4:17 PM

Name: 
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