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FRANKLIN & MARSHALL COLLEGE 
Department of Earth and Environment 

GEO/ENV 114C - Earth, Environment and Humanity 
Fall, 2015 

 
Lecture: MWF 12:30-1:20 HAC 115   Lab: Th 1:30-4:20 HAC 115 
Lecture instructor: Prof. Sternberg Office: Hackman 128   
Phone: 291-4134      email: Rob.Sternberg@fandm.edu 
Office hours: T Th 9:30-11; by appointment 
TA: ? 
 
Course Description (from the College Catalog) 

“Investigation of the Earth with emphasis on opportunities and constraints 
on human activities arising from its properties. Structure and processes of the 
Earth; natural hazards; the role of humans in changing the face of the Earth; 
surface and ground water use and management; formation and degradation of 
soils; energy resources; human wastes. Laboratories focus on principles involved 
in local, national and global environmental problems and their resolution. Field 
trips.” 

GEO/ENV 114 is an introductory level course (no prerequisites).  It fulfills 
the distribution requirement for lab science.  It can serve as the first course for a 
Geosciences major, and counts towards the Environmental Studies and Science 
majors.   

 
Some goals 

1) For you to understand how scientific theories develop, and how they can 
be perceived by societal groups other than scientists.   

2) For you to increase your awareness of the geological component of our 
environment. 

3) For you to recognize how various components of the Earth's environment 
are interrelated to each other and to human wellbeing. 

4) For you to get direct contact with local aspects of environmental geology 
through the field trips we take. 

5) For you to prepare yourself as a citizen able to make educated 
considerations of environmental issues. 

6) For you to realize the scientific importance of modeling, data collection, 
graphical representation, and analysis.   
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Texts 

Living With Earth. Travis Hudson.  Pearson Prentice Hall, 2011 
Dire Predictions: Understanding Global Warming - The Illustrated Guide to the 

Findings of the IPCC. Michael Mann and Lee Kump.  DK Publishing, 2015 
Miscellaneous assigned readings, posted on Canvas. 

 
Grading 

Exam 1 15%  
Exam 2 15%  
Exam 3 15%  
Quizzes  20% 
Assignments and labs 20% 
Memos (3)     20%   
TOTAL 105% 
Lowest component weighted 5% less. 

 
No extra credit. Please don’t ask. 

 
Attendance 

I am teaching two sections of the course (B and C) that will be essentially the 
same in content and schedule.  Nonetheless, you are not free to move from one 
section to the other for either lecture or lab.  This may be possible for special 
circumstances; consult me in advance. 

There is no policy on lecture attendance.  However, if you are not present in 
class (and do not have an excused absence) to complete an in-class exercise or 
quiz, you will receive a 0. 

Lab attendance is required. Each unexcused lab absence will result in a 
lowering of your grade for the course by 3%.  Should you miss lab, you are still 
expected to make up the work (although field trips cannot be repeated).  

An absence is generally excused via an official College excuse, such as from 
the Dean of Students, a certified visit to the infirmary, or a varsity athletic coach.  
If you are ill the day of lab, you should contact me BEFORE class. 

There is required attendance at two evening films and one Sunday field trip. 
College policies state that any other regularly scheduled for-credit experience 
should have priority over such specially scheduled event.  See me ASAP if you 
have a conflict to discuss. 

Midterm exams will be held during the common exam time, Tuesday 11:30-
12:30, and in HAC 119, not our regular classroom. College policy is that these 
exams take precedence over other activities. If you have a conflict with another 
exam, see me. 
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Be aware that this course involves natural hazards, which cause death and 
destruction.  We will see related videos; we may discuss events that you have 
personally experienced, like Hurricane Sandy. If this or other topics in the course 
might be an issue for you, feel free to discuss that with me.  Also let me know if 
you prefer nontraditional gender identification. 

 
Electronic resources 

Use of laptops and computers in class tends to divert your attention, as well 
as the attention of your neighbors. Research has also shown that note taking is 
more effective when done by handwriting rather than electronically.  So please 
keep your electronic devices closed unless we are specifically using them, or 
unless you are willing to show me that you use them for note taking. 

You will be expected to have access to the Socrative app or website on either a 
portable device or laptop for each class. Contact me immediately if this is an 
issue. We will use this clicker technology for feedback, assessment, and quizzes. 

I will use the Canvas content management system for this course, primarily 
for storing your raw grades, and for archiving pdf files of readings, web links, 
PowerPoint notes (usually posted afternoons after class), and other course 
documents. 
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http://www.xkcd.com/1007/ 
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