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Resources for Students in Biological Foundations of Behavior
What can you do with a major in Biological Foundations of Behavior?

Practically anything!

Through your coursework in Biological Foundations of Behavior, you are developing valuable skills including:

· Problem solving


•  Critical thinking  

· Computer literacy  

•  Advanced quantitative skills  
· Teamwork
  

•  Ability to analyze & interpret data  
These skills, combined with the knowledge acquired through your coursework, can be applied to employment within the fields of government, education, and scientific research and development.

Apart from graduate education in the neurosciences, animal behavior/comparative psychology, medical & veterinary school what have F&M students in Biological Foundations of Behavior gone on to do?
· Primate Keeper, Houston Zoo
· Social Worker, Safe Horizon
· Research Specialist, Emory University
· Physical Therapist, Seton Health Network

· Veterinary Assistant, Hudson Veterinary Hospital
Resources
Career Services offers 1-on-1 career coaching with professional staff – Learn why networking is so important to your future success, learn how to network well and develop a customized plan to explore options for internships, full-time jobs, and graduate school.

F&M Alumni – Many alumni have put their BFB degrees to use in fascinating fields.  Begin reaching out to them to learn more about how they chose their career path.  You can contact them directly through FandMConnect > Networking.

www.FandMConnect.com – In addition to the online alumni database, we also have a number of subscriptions you can access including the Vault Guides, Spotlight on Careers, and FOCUS > quick links
· Resource Library also gives you access to templates for resumes, cover letters, and alumni networking emails
Professional Associations – Most professional associations have information about careers related to their field, job and internship listings, a directory of their members, and more.

· Association for NeuroPsychoEconomics – www.jnpe.org
· International Behavioral Neuroscience Society – www.ibnshomepage.org
· Animal Behavior Society – www.animalbehavior.org
Summer Options
Research Experiences for Undergraduates (REUs)

The Research Experiences for Undergraduates (REU) program supports active research participation by undergraduate students in any of the areas of research funded by the National Science Foundation. REU projects involve students in meaningful ways in ongoing research programs or in research projects designed especially for the purpose.

National Science Foundation’s Full List of REUs (fields from Biology to Computer and Information Sciences to Engineering to Economics):
http://www.nsf.gov/crssprgm/reu/reu_search.cfm
An example of an REU in Biological Foundations of Behavior:

Mechanisms of Behavior, Duke University 
Program Dates: May 26 – August 1, 2008 

Program Benefits

· A $4,250 stipend plus free campus housing and a food allowance. 
· Work closely with Duke faculty on a variety of research topics.
· Participate in tutorials and workshops on topics such as applying to graduate school, preparing an effective scientific presentation, science ethics, etc.

· Learn animal husbandry, surgical techniques, behavioral observation and data collection, and histological techniques.

· Present your findings at an Undergraduate Research Conference, in conjunction with other summer research programs.


Examples of research topic areas offered this past summer: 
Integrative neurobiology, systems neurobiology, and animal behavior.

Internships
Numerous internship opportunities can be found through FandMConnect or the web.  Here are a few examples:

· Animal Keeper, Turpentine Creek Wildlife Refuge, Eureka Springs, AR
· Biopharmaceutical Research, Aptagen, LLC, York, PA
· AMGEN Scholars Summer Research Program, Columbia University, NY
· Center for Neural Science Summer Research Program, New York University, NY
Continuing Education
An undergraduate degree in Biological Foundations of Behavior will provide you with skills that can be applied to many different fields such as medicine, psychology, scientific research, and government.

Alternatively, those who wish to continue their studies in Neuroscience or Animal Behavior can further develop the skills gained as an undergrad through a variety of graduate programs.  To get a sense of different graduate school options, check out www.gradschools.com.

If you are not sure whether you are ready to commit to working toward a graduate degree, consider speaking with your professors and/or a Career Coach.  Both can help you decide when to apply (following graduation, or after a year or two) and how to find a program that best suits your interests and future goals.  As you begin the application process, Career Services can help you organize your materials and review your documents to ensure you have the best chance for acceptance!

Call Johanna Kobularik at 291-4084 to make an appointment!  We’re in 619 College Ave.
