The U.S. Distribution of Personal Income
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Wages and salaries continue to be the dominant portion of U.S. percentage
contributions to personal income. However, in the last 30 years, wages and salaries
have seen a decrease from 61% to 51% of total personal income. Transfer income,
dividends, interest, and rent income, non-farm proprietor income, and other labor
income have all marginally increased in the past 30 years.

*The measurements of personal income by type are not affected by the post-2000 change in the
classification system. Values prior to and after 2000 are strictly comparable.



