
International Students,  

By now you have probably read President Altmann's email and have some 
answers about the rest of this semester.  However, I know that this new 
development brings more questions about your next steps for the weeks to 
come.  I hope to address some of these questions below.  Please realize that ISS 
will not be able to answer everything, but will try our best to connect you with 
resources/people that will have the answers.  We are trying to address hundreds 
of emails per day with these questions, so we hope that the answers below will 
address some of these individual questions you asked.  

There are many plans being put into place right now, so we ask that you be 
committed to reading all of your emails carefully and responding with 
information as requested.  Colleges and universities all over the country are all 
dealing with the same issues right now.  

We will take walk-in traffic from 12-2pm weekdays in the International Center.   
However, here is what ISS wants you to know right now: (please read 
carefully) 

Coursework: 
• It is now clear that all coursework is going to be completed online.  This 

means that the college will - in one way or another - work with students to 
ensure completion of the semester.   

• Dr. Mann, ESOL Specialist, is working quickly and carefully with both 
faculty and students to assist in this transition.  Professors understand that 
there will be time differences, access issues, and the many other items that 
come with this drastic shift. Next week will be a week of learning for 
everyone as you ease into a new way of working, but its important to know 
that accommodations will be made to ensure learning can happen! 

• The good news:  This means that as long as you remain engaged with 
your academics this semester - and remain in at least 3.0 credits - your F-1 
immigration status will remain in tact, whether you remain on campus or 
not.  If you believe you cannot remain enrolled full-time for the semester, 
we need to have a conversation about that and what would allow a drop to 
part-time. 

• Please remain actively engaged in your coursework despite the disruptions 
that are undoubtedly going to be part of this change. 

Travel & Immigration: 
• Many of you have inquired about returning to your home country for the 

rest of the semester.  That is a personal decision that should be made in 
consult with your family and our office.  We are not requiring students to 
remain on campus - BUT international students are allowed to remain 



on campus for the rest of the semester and we will continue to have 
dining services available.   

• When you make a decision whether to leave the US during this very 
uncertain time in the world, there are a few things we want you to take into 
consideration: 
◦ Your visa: please remember you can remain in the US on an 

expired visa as long as you have an active SEVIS record!  
◦ Your visa:  It is now reported that the majority of US Consulates 

around the world are closed and stopped processing non-immigrant 
visas.  This means that if your visa will expire before the 
beginning of the fall semester, it is highly likely that you will not 
make it back for the fall semester. Backlogs of appointments 
will cause very long wait times.  

◦ If you cannot make it back for the fall, you would be placed on a 
leave of absence for the semester, and your SEVIS record would be 
closed.  You would need your new visa, new I-20, and new SEVIS 
record to return.  

◦ The US will not allow direct travel from most European countries and 
China at the moment.  Travel bans could be extended or expanded 
to other countries without notice.  We cannot anticipate when these 
might be lifted, or if they will be in place for several months to come. 

◦ Alternately, some countries might start to ban travel from the US, 
should the virus intensify here. Most travel bans to date, however, 
have excluded citizens. 

◦ Please remember how busy and crowded airports are at this hectic 
time.  

• You have likely heard that Keystone Amtrak travel has been suspended, 
and much of the current east coast will also have suspended train travel.  
The College knows that this is an issue and is working on viable options for 
students who will travel.  

If you leave the US for the semester - Please email one of us (Alyssa, Nadia, or 
Jessica) with the following information: 

• Your travel plans (departure date and destination) 
•  An alternate email where you can be reached (this will be shared with 

professors to facilitate clear communication) 
If you leave F&M for the semester, but stay in the US - Please email one of us 
(Alyssa, Nadia, or Jessica) with the following information: 

• Your destination 
• The address where you will be staying for the rest of the semester *THIS 

IS A LEGAL REQUIREMENT since we have to put this information into 
SEVIS for all times that you are enrolled, taking courses* 



• An alternate email where you can be reached (this will be shared with 
professors to facilitate clear communication) 

Logistical questions:   
• Emails will come out soon about the following items:  

◦ Storage of personal belongings for the summer (should you choose 
to leave now) or if you already left campus 

◦ ANOTHER "request to remain on campus" form to fill out.  This 
will be essential and require ALL students to fill out to remain for the 
rest of the semester, regardless of living arrangement.  

◦ Summer options for remaining on campus - the College knows they 
will need to accommodate some students here this summer.  Plans 
are in the works to determine what that will look like.  

• If you have questions about items other than international travel, 
immigration, and other issues related specifically to international 
students: please email covid19@fandm.edu with your questions. (this 
might be about campus employment, financial aid, shuttles to airports, or 
other campus services). 

• Remember that the F&M COVID 19 page has many FAQ pages that are 
updated often with procedures/decisions about a wide range of topics. 

• We'll continue to update our own FAQ page on that site, and give daily 
event updates on instagram. Our peer mentors (Hidy and Xiaoyi) are also 
working on providing appropriate distancing activities for those of you that 
will remain on campus.  

Graduating seniors will receive a separate email from me with more specific 
instructions of implications for their end-of-program. 
Take care of yourselves during this uncertain time and look for more details and 
instructions to come from various offices.  

Best,  
The ISS Team

mailto:covid19@fandm.edu
https://www.fandm.edu/campus-life/covid-19-updates

