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The “New England Field Trip” has 
been a Department tradition for 
decades. The 2016 spring trip saw 
Roger Thomas and Emily Wilson  
lead an enthusiastic group on an 
exploration of the geologic history 
of the Northern Appalachian Moun-
tain belt. The group toured the east-
ern Adirondacks, the Taconics, the 
Green Mountains, and the Vermont 
Valley searching for fossils, miner-
als and beautiful rocks!



Greetings from the Director
Dear Alumni and Friends of the Department,

As summer winds down we are preparing for another academic year here in the Department. Look-
ing back, the spring semester culminated with the graduation of a large class of students in our three 
majors. Their achievements are many and include several departmental honors theses, acceptance 
into top-flight graduate programs, and a Fulbright teaching assistantship in Germany! By the last day 
of classes the seniors were talking excitedly about post-graduation plans and somewhat nervously 
about final exams! On the day of Commencement our seniors were clearly prepared and ready to 
meet a world full of challenges. They radiated confidence as they crossed the stage to receive their 
diplomas. As a Department, we take pride in providing an education that prepares our graduates for 
a challenging world. You, too, play a pivotal role in making this happen. Whether you choose to give 
the Geoscience Founders Society, the Franklin & Marshall Fund, or contribute in other ways, your 
generosity creates important opportunities for our students. The faculty and staff are very grateful for 
your help in producing the very best graduates out there. They now join the ranks of an accomplished 
alumni network that is the center of the F&M Geoscience Founders Society.

Although I have focused on the recent graduates, we look forward to welcoming back our majors. 
Several have been studying off campus in New Zealand, Australia and other far-flung locales. Still 
others spent time this summer out west working to fulfill the field camp requirement. For the second 
year in a row, generous alumni support has allowed the Founders Society to assist students in mak-
ing ends meet when it comes to cost of attending field camp. We look forward to having the students 
apply what they have learned to enliven the Department this coming semester.

Donations to the Society play a key role creating opportunities for current students while keeping 
the F&M geosciences, environmental science/studies programs on the leading edge. You will find an 
envelope in this newsletter that provides an easy way to join the Society or renew your annual dues 
for $25. I also encourage you to make an extra contribution if you able. Your annual dues and extra 
gifts to the Geoscience Founders Society benefit the Department directly by supporting student-fac-
ulty research, field and analytical laboratory experiences, conference travel support, student awards 
and special alumni events. The Department and Society are thriving due to the generous support of 
donors. The students, staff and faculty of the Department extend a sincere thank you for your con-
tinuing support.

If you are looking to reconnect with faculty and other alumni there are two upcoming opportunities. 
The Geological Society of America meeting in Denver will provide an opportunity for F&M alumni 
and friends to meet up. The group reception is in the Centennial Ballroom D-E of the Hyatt Regency 
from 7-9:30 PM on Sept. 26th. For those closer to Lancaster, mark your 
calendars for Homecoming Weekend October 14-16. The Founders Society 
will host an annual business meeting and get together on Saturday, October 15
from 9:30 to 10:30 am in 119 Hackman Hall. Please join us to hear a short 
update on the Society and to meet and chat with faculty and other alumni.

Best regards,
Christopher J. Williams
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A Note from the Geoscience Founders Society President
Dear fellow Alumni and Friends of the Department:
  
On behalf of the Geoscience Founders Society it is my honor again to share a note of appreciation, 
accomplishments, and observations of the Department that should be of interest to you. Let me say 
that I continue to be increasingly impressed with the College and its development since the days of 
my residence, many years ago. It is a much-enhanced environment of learning and aesthetics. Thank 
you for your continuing support of this Society, its accomplishments, mission, and goals.
 
I suspect our most able and energetic Director, Chris, will update you on the direct contributions 
of the Society that have added materially to the Department equipment inventory, as well as -- and 
more importantly -- financially to students in need of field camp and independent research support. 
Beyond that, I am pleased to report that Craig Robertson, class of 1970, founder and former presi-
dent of Groundwater Sciences Corp, joined the Society Board this year. He stimulated the graduating 
seniors this past Spring with stories of his employment by F&M Geology Department alumni, no 
less than three times, during his distinguished career as a geologist.
 
It continues to be a most personally gratifying experience to speak directly and candidly to the 
graduating seniors, an intellectually impressive group warranting our trust, praise, and encourage-
ment. Be assured that they are reminded of their responsibilities as alumni of the Department and 
our confidence in them to follow suit upon their own inevitable entry into gainful employment and 
positive cash flow!
 
Lastly, let me encourage each of you to visit the Department, speak to the staff and students, and of 
course contribute generously and creatively to the Society Endowment Fund. A $1,000,000 goal has 
been established and remains attainable provided that you - the alumni - contribute to a most deserv-
ing entity.

My very best regards,
Lane D. Schultz ‘66       

Lane Schultz ‘66, Craig Robertson ‘70, and Chris Williams at the Senior Reception
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Geoscience Founders Society Members

Founders Circle - $5,000 or more
ARM Group, Inc.
Thomas & Rosanne Bell P’08 
John H. Clark ‘62
Dave Eby ‘69
ExxonMobil Foundation
Paul R. Gucwa ‘69     
Thomas Hendrix ‘55 

Thomas H. Anderson ‘64 
Harvey Belkin ‘65
Betsy Beyer
Jeremy Blumberg ‘00
John Bolakas ‘80
Jennifer Smith Boylan ‘87
British Petroleum
Robert Bruant ‘93
Roger L. Burtner ‘58
Mary Cademartori ‘87

    Craig Chesner ‘80
    David Corman ‘69
    

Officers
President:  Lane Schultz ‘66 
Vice President:  Craid G. Robertson ‘70
Secretary:  David H. Lehman ‘68

Annual Dues: $25            
Lifetime Membership: $1000

Founders Circle  --  Garnet: $5,000     Topaz: $25,000     Emerald: $100,000     Diamond: $1million

Please make checks payable to: Franklin & Marshall College

Mail to:
Dr. Chris Williams, Department of Earth & Environment

Franklin & Marshall College
PO Box 3003

Lancaster, PA 17604-3003

Current Members
Samuel Alter ‘15
Linnea Andersen ‘16
Peter Barnaby ‘16
Charles R. Barnosky ‘71
Barritt Bentley ‘16
Dion Scott Birney
David Boyer ‘76
Christine Bradford ‘92
Nora Bryson ‘16
Audrey Buckman ‘16
Matthew Burke ‘16
Mary Cadwell ‘16
Emily Caldwell ‘16
Milo Calvo-Platero ‘16
Emmanuel Charles ‘84
Susan Howes Conrad ‘81
Kenneth Davidson ‘16
Philip A. Dinterman ‘98
Jake Donnenfeld ‘14

If you don’t see your name listed, we have not received your dues from 
July 2015 - June 2016.

George Duke ‘93
Grover Emrich ‘52
Samuel Feibel ‘16
Beth Ann Folkomer
Tim Folkomer ‘72
Katherine Foreman ‘16
Thomas Gardner ‘71
Martha Goodman ‘73
Richard Grauch ‘66
Patrick Greaney ‘16
Emily Gruenberg ‘16
Tyler Haas ‘16
Ronald Henry ‘85
Christopher Hickman ‘16
Leah Houser ‘16
Blair Geoffrey Jones ‘82
Lon Jury ‘84
Larissa Kehne ‘16
Barbara A. Kirk ‘73

Evan Lewis ‘16
Peter Limburg ‘16
Jayme Margolin-Sneider ‘03
Benjamin Martin ‘16
Alexandra Matalon ‘16
Taylor Mateja ‘16
David Matz ‘64
Jack N. McDonald ‘62
Richard Mitterer ‘60 
Shannon Neeson ‘16
Karen Becker Neumaier ‘90
David F. Noble ‘52
Elizabeth Shawkey Owosina ‘92
Erin Peck ‘14
Yucheng Peng ‘16
David Plews ‘73
Noel Potter ‘61
Rebhi Rabah ‘16
Rebecca Rehr ‘09

Linda Revell
Janet Ries P’98
Catherine Cross Roman ‘77
Alan C. Samuelson ‘64
Tyler Schechter ‘16
Katharine Stamm Schindler ‘79
Julia Schostak ‘16
Kayla Schulte ‘13
Kristy Schultz ‘16

    Charles Seel ‘49 
    Virginia Sisson
    Nadine Lurie Skinner ‘98
    Sarah Clemens Smith ‘77
    Arthur Snoke ‘67 
    Patrick Stehn ‘14
    Matthew Steinwurtzel ‘16
    David F. Stephan ‘77
    Martin Stople ‘56
    Felipe Storch de Oliveira ‘16

Bryan Teschke ‘07
Christopher Tollefsen ‘16
Louis E. Tramblay ‘71
David Vohra ’15
Pheobe Walsh
Mark Ramsay Waltman ‘80
Daniel Weber ‘76
Ralph Wetmore, M.D. ‘72
Emily Wetz ‘16
Jacob White ‘16
John S. White, Jr. ‘56
Mario Williams ‘16
Frederik Wouda Kuipers ‘16
Yunan Xie ‘16
Karen Blair Yip ‘00
Morgan Zahn ‘16
Kaiwen Zhu ‘16
Julia Zielinski ‘16

Howard Cramer
Harry L. Crouse ‘69
Elizabeth Eide ‘88
Russell Evarts ‘69
Stephanie B. Gaswirth, ‘97
Larry Gerahian ‘69
Joseph Gianfortoni ‘73
Jim Gill ‘68
Justin Gosses ‘04
John Guswa ‘67
William Hackett ‘74
Michael Hillegass ‘51

Alan R. Huffman ‘83
James Humphreville ‘50
Blair (Geoff) Jones ‘82
Glenn Jorgensen ‘75
Jim Kerr ‘76
Melissa Lane ‘87
Mary Little ‘75
Donald Lockard ‘68
Kathleen McDonald ‘79
Roland McEldowney ‘63
Thomas Missimer ‘72
James Neese ‘56

Stephen Noel
Dennis Noll ‘69
Angelo Okuma ‘66
Margaret O’Neal ‘83
Peter M. Powers ‘93
Justin Ries ‘98
Timothy Saylor ‘63
Steven Schamel ‘63
Joseph Schrock ‘68
Ronald Schrock ‘72
Lane Schultz ‘66
Richard Sheppard ‘56

Scott Sklenar ‘80
David H. Speidel ‘60
E. Amelia Craig Stauffer
James D. Stauffer ‘54
Francis Stiff ‘81
Steven Sylvester ‘71
Roger D. K. & Anna Thomas
Ned Tillman ‘71
Robert Tunnell ‘03
Ned Wehler ‘72
Matthew Werner III
Rebecca ‘95 & Scott Williams
Jesse Yoburn ‘02

Lifetime Members - $1,000 or more

David Noble ‘52
Peter Patton ‘71
Elliott Pew ‘77
Craig G. Robertson  ‘70
Stephen Tavernier ‘99
Jerry Wermund ‘48
Donald Wise ‘53
Richard E. Wright  ‘58

William Kahl ‘97
Marv & Sue Kauffmann ‘55
Robert S. Kier ‘65
Jason Kislak ‘98
David H. Lehman ‘68
Maynard Little ‘73
Robert A. Miller ‘83



2016 Departmental awarDs

GEOSCIENCE
Nora Bryson

Matthew Burke
Samuel Feibel
Leah Houser
Evan Lewis

Caroline Studnicky
Jacob White
Yunan Xie

Welcome F&M Class of 2016
New Members of the Geoscience Founders Society!

ENVIRONMENTAL  
STUDIES

Peter Barnaby
Audrey Buckman

Mary Cadwell
Emily Caldwell

Milo Calvo-Platero
Patrick Greaney
Larissa Kehne
Peter Limburg

Alexandra Matalon
Taylor Mateja

Tyler Schechter
Matthew Steinwurtzel

Felipe Storch De Oliveira
Phoebe Walsh

Frederik Wouda Kuipers
Julia Zielinski
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ENVIRONMENTAL 
SCIENCE

Linnea Andersen
Kenneth Davidson

Tyler Haas
Benjamin Martin

Yucheng Peng
Rebhi Rabah

Julia Schostak
Mario Williams
Morgan Zahn

JOINT STUDIES
Emily Gruenberg

Christopher Hickman
Shannon Neeson

Brett Poniros
Christopher Tollefsen

Emily Wetz

Enviroscan Geophysics Award:   
Yunan Xie ‘16

Nancy Juerges Geomorphology Award:   
Samuel Feibel ‘16

Wise-Beutner Structural Geology Award:   
Caroline Studnicky ‘16

Lloyd S. Yeakel Memorial Award in Geology:   
Evan Lewis ‘16

Richard A. Sheppard ‘56 Award   
Evan Gross ‘17 & Ziqin Ni ‘18

Environmental Studies Award:   
Felipe Storch de Oliveira ‘16 & Phoebe Walsh ‘16

Environmental Science Award:   
Mario Williams ‘16

Class of 1987 Black Memorial Award:
Carson Morris ‘17

Geology Award:   
Nora Bryson ‘16 & Leah Houser ‘16

David T. Black Memorial Scholarship:
Evan Gross ‘17

Larissa Kehne ‘16
Advisor: Jim Strick - The Passion Project: Interviews 

with Scientists and Paradigm Shifts

 earth & environment 2016 Departmental honors

Leah Houser ‘16
Advisor: Tim Bechtel - Assessing Landmine Detection Using Geophysical 
Equipment in Sand and Soil Beds Similar to Domestic Region of Eastern 
Ukraine
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 summer research 2016

Samuel Feibel ‘16 (GEO)   
Advisor: Dorothy Merritts - Exhuming the Periglacial Landscape: Reconstructing Pleistocene 
and Holocene Paleotopography beneath Anthropogenic Sediment

Jake Longenecker ‘17 (GEO)
Advisor: Tim Bechtel - Investigation into the Hydrogeology of the Valley and Ridge Province 
Surrounding North and South Mountain to Help Locate the Source of Excess Water in Boiling 
Springs, PA

Ariek Norford ‘18 (Env Science)
Advisors: Mark Olson & Janet Fischer, BIO - The Effects on Precipitation on Abiotic and Biotic 
Characteristics of Alpine Lakes with Different Catchments

Lea Senft ‘17 (Env Studies/Public Policy)   
Advisor: Elizabeth De Santo - A Critical Examination of the Intergovernmental Platform on Bio-
diversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES): Implroving Mechanisms for Stakeholder Engagement

Caroline Studnicky ‘16 (GEO)   
Advisor: Bob Walter - Orientations of Fractures in the Mid-Appalachian Mountains

 spring research Fair 2016

Leah Houser ‘16 (GEO)
Advisor: Tim Bechtel - Geophysical Mapping of Alpine Karst Groundwater Conduits, 
Hammerer, Austria

Felipe Storch de Oliveira ‘16 (Env Studies) 
Advisor: Tony Maynard, ECO - Is The Human Development Index (HDI) an Accurate Way to 
Calculate Development for Peripheral Regions? A Case Study of the Amazon Rainforest

Julia Zielinski ‘16 (Env Studies)  
Advisor: Tim Bechtel - Energy Policy and Environmental Impact in Yunnan Province

Others not pictured:
Ken Davidson ‘16
Advisor: Sybil Gotsch, BIO - An Investigation of Cloud Water’s Importance for the Epiphytic Community in the 
Tropical Montane Cloud Forest of Monteverde, Costa Rica
Rebhi Rabah ‘16
Advisors: Mark Olson & Janet Fischer, BIO - The Role of ultraviolet Radiation as a Driver of Diel Vertical Mi-
gration of Copepods in Alpine Lakes

With Tim Becthel: Jake Longenecker ‘17 and Ryan Ulrich ‘18, along with Tim, Bob Walter, and Eliane Wagner from 
KIT on figuring out the source of water in The Bubble in Boiling Springs.
Leah Houser ‘16 and Nina Simic ‘16 worked on landmine detection in the Eastern Ukraine conflict zone.
Julia Zielinski ‘16 worked on a GIS project assessing steep slopes and drainage patterns in the Wissahickon watershed (for 
water quality protection in an area slated for development).

Elizabeth De Santo worked with several Independent Studies students during 2015-16:
Lea Senft ‘17 - A critical examination of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem 
Services (IPBES):  improving mechanisms for stakeholder engagement.
Tyler Haas ‘16 - The pristine myth: exploring the military legacy of  US Marine National Monuments in the Pacific.
Alyssa Dorman ‘17 - “Blue-washing”: a critical examination of ecolabeling and sustainable fishing.
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Andy de Wet spent time in Iceland this summer, where Otto Magee ‘17 conducted research as part of a Keck Geology 
Consortium project focused on understanding volcanic processes associated with the Laki Volcanic Field and the Holahraun 
flow. The Laki Lava field was produced by the huge 1783-84 eruptions along the Lakagígar fissure system associated with 
the Grímsvötn volcano under Mýrdalsjökull. The eruption produced 14 km3 of lava and ash as well as huge volumes of 
hydrofluoric acid and SO2. Up to 50% of the livestock on the island were killed which then resulted in a famine that killed 
25% of the island’s human population. The 2014 - 2015 Holahraun eruption occurred along a fissure that is associated with 
the Bárðarbunga volcano located under Vatnajökull, Iceland’s most extensive glacier. The eruption produced 1.4 km3 of 
lava and significant amounts of SO2. The lava field includes spectacular a’a and spiny pahoehoe flows. These volcanic fields 
provide excellent analogs for possible volcanic features on Mars.

Carol de Wet enjoyed teaching a class of largely first year students in my general education course, Coral Reefs in Time and 
Space. The class met at 8:30 am which is a challenge for some students as they adjust to late night roommate conversations 
and hall parties! I also taught Sedimentology & Stratigraphy; always wonderful because I have the honor of working with 
junior and senior geoscience majors as they begin to view themselves as burgeoning geologists.  In addition, I served on 
F&M’s tenure and promotion committee and finished up a couple of research papers that were published in 2015-2016. I am 
continuing my collaborative work with Drs. Gail Ashley and Linda Godfrey, both at Rutgers University, on Olduvai Gorge 
and Atacama Desert freshwater limestone deposits, respectively. I am honored that I was elected a Fellow of the Geological 
Society of America this spring. Andy de Wet and I continue to collaborate on the Atacama Desert research and share respon-
sibility for a new Golden Retriever puppy named Molly!

With Paul Harnik: Morgan Torstenson ’18, along with Anik Regan (Macalester College ’17) and Luke Grimmelbein 
(Beloit College ’17), participated in a month-long Keck Geology Consortium Project focused on the historical ecology of 
marine communities in the northern Gulf of Mexico. They have been analyzing samples of living communities of marine 
mollusks and comparing them with the remains of past populations preserved in seafloor sediments. Their projects include 
live-dead comparisons of molluscan species diversity, abundance, and life history traits, as well as analyses of how shell 
preservation varies among environments. During June, they spent time in the field sampling offshore Louisiana and Ala-
bama along with Danielle Moloney ’18 and Kevin Cerna ’18. While on campus this summer, Danielle gathered body size 
data to determine if molluscan communities today contain smaller individuals due to the expansion of hypoxic conditions, 
and Kevin gathered 3D shell shape data for fossil scallops to test the hypothesis that ecological generalists persisted for 
longer intervals of time during the Neogene. Morgan is supported by the Keck Geology Consortium and Hackman Summer 
Scholars Program. Kevin and Danielle are both supported by the Hackman Summer Scholars Program.

Chris Williams spent the summer working on developing a new general education course and also completing some field-
work in Central New York in Holocene peatlands. The new course will be part of the Connections general education cur-
riculum and will explore the properties and utilization of different materials that have 
influenced human history and underpin modern society. He is particularly interested in 
earth materials, of course. In July he was able to reconnect with his former MS thesis 
advisor at Cornell, Dr. Joe Yavitt. They conducted some followup peat coring in two 
deep peatlands near Ithaca, NY. This is part of a long-term study that they have been 
conducting trying to understand the development of deep peat deposits in temperate 
environments.

Eve Bratman joined the Department of Earth and Environment on July 1, only a week after 
returning to the US from conducting research in Brazil and moving from Washington DC to 
Lancaster. She jumped straight into research and writing with assistance from F&M alum Felipe 
Storch de Oliveira ‘16. Over the summer their collaborations yielded a teaching tool for the 
Council on Foreign Relations’ infoguide on Amazonian deforestation (www.cfr.org/amazon-de-
forestation/), and research for a new book chapter on the history of Brazilian development politics 
in the Amazon, and revisions on the entire manuscript of Prof. Bratman’s work Governing the 
Rainforest: Sustainable development in the Brazilian Amazon. Bratman and Storch are also col-
laborating on a co-authored article about the Sustainable Development Goals.

 summer research 2016 continueD
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In April 2016 Carol de Wet was elected as a GSA Fellow by the Geological Society of America! GSA members 
are elected to Fellowship in recognition of distinguished contributions to the geosciences. Carol’s nominator, Dr. 
Gail M. Ashley summarized Carol’s achievements in a short citation that appeared in the July 2016 issue of GSA 
today. It is excerpted here:

Carol B. de Wet (Franklin and Marshall College) For major contributions to the profession through publication 
of high quality research, as an inspiring teacher and role model, effective mentor and a passionate spokesperson 
calling for changes to the system to allow women to fully participate in the pursuit of career and family.

Carol was recognized along with other newly elected GSA Fellows at the 2016 GSA Annual Meeting Presidential 
Address and Awards Ceremony on September 25th at the Colorado Convention Center in Denver, CO. 

Congratulations to Professor Carol B. de Wet, GSA Fellow

As the Spring 2016 semester drew to a close, Rob Sternberg and Roger Thomas concluded their teaching careers 
at the College. The Department offered a champagne toast to celebrate Rob’s final lecture in GEO237 “Physics 
of the Earth” and Roger’s lecture in GEO384 “Changing Views of the Earth”. Both colleagues have contributed 
in so many ways to enriching the experience of students over the years and their contributions will be long re-
membered. Rob and Roger were praised at the 2016 Commencement Ceremony with Socrates Citations. These 
citations are available by searching the F&M College website or at the following web links:

2016 Socrates Citation – Rob Sternberg: http://goo.gl/JmLtj8
2016 Socrates Citation – Roger Thomas: http://goo.gl/xoHCMw

Rob Sternberg & Roger Thomas: Professors Emeriti

Color Photo by Chris Williams
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While looking though some paper work in the student lounge, 
Emily Wilson discovered a copy of “Road Trip 201 – Call 
of the outdoors” circa Fall 1990. It opens with the following 
sage advice to the reader: “If your surroundings are starting to 
appear a little too familiar, or your last brush with nature was 
passing a squirrel on Hartman Green, there are few things as 
soothing as a walk in the woods or an afternoon on the water.” 
Meant as a travel brochure highlighting nearby opportunities 
for camping, hiking and cycling, it appears to be the work of 
Brendan Shane ’91 with contributions from David Murray ’91 
and Steve Sylvester ’71. The hand drawn maps and detailed 
information on the local area are splendid and a reminder to us 
all about how much the Lancaster area has to offer! 

Unearthed in the Student Lounge...
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This summer saw the continuation of a project to assess the mineral resource potential of the Wilhelm tracts in 
Somerset County.  In 1878, Peter Wilhelm gifted three parcels of land in Somerset County jointly to F&M (2/3) 
and the Lancaster Theological Seminary (1/3).  The surface rights were sold long ago, but F&M still retains the 
subsurface (mineral and oil & gas) rights.

Work this summer has focused on identifying the depth and thickness of the Loyalhanna limestone (actually a 
calcite-cemented sandstone) on one of the parcels and characterizing the resource for use as construction aggre-
gate. To this end, a generous donation by an interested alumnus funded continuous coring for aggregate testing 
and establishment of an open-hole monitoring well for geophysical logging and hydraulic testing. 

Geoscience Founders Society President, Dr. Lane Schultz ’66 co-ordinated and oversaw this fieldwork in late 
July. Three students (Leah Houser ’16, George Pekeshe ’17 and Ziqin Ni ’18) and research technician Emily Wil-
son ‘11 were also on site for two days to learn about the regional geology and coring and logging the Loyalhanna. 

Ted Daeschler ‘81 lecture: The Origin of Limbed Vertebrates
In early April, Ted Daeschler ’81 presented a lecture on the origin of limbed vertebrates. Dr. Daeschler presented 
recent work on Devonian fossil material of Tiktaalik roseae, the so-called “fishapod” discovered by Daeschler 
and colleagues in the Canadian Arctic. Tiktaalik exhibits both fish and tetrapod anatomical characteristics. Its 
discovery and description has received attention worldwide with research on the fossil filling an important gap in 
our understanding of the transition between fish and land animals. 

Dr. Daeschler, who is the Vice President for Collections and 
Associate Curator of Vertebrate Zoology at the Academy of 
Natural Sciences in Philadelphia, also generously provided a 
cast of the type specimen of Tiktaalik roseae to the Department. 
This cast will provide students in our historical geology and 
paleobiology courses a hands-on opportunity to study the unique 
features of this special animal! 

Thank you Ted! 

               Photo by Andy de Wet

The Wilhelm Tracts Resource Assessment Project - Summer 2016  

Photos by Emily Wilson ‘11
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GEO322 Petrology Returned to Hawaii
Stan Mertzman’s Spring 2016 GEO322 Petrology class 
returned for some more “hands-on” igneous petrology in 
Hawaii, along with Lab Technician Emily Wilson ‘11. 
Hiking a significant portion of Hawaii Volcanoes NP, 
crossing countless flows of pahoehoe and aa and every 
transitional type in between, peering down into seem-
ingly bottomless pit craters, and collecting peridotite xe-
noliths from a Mauna Kea alkali basalt lava flow: this 
trip continues to be a favorite among students!

ENV470 “Marine Protected Areas” at the National Aquarium

In March 2016, Elizabeth De Santo’s ENV470 visited the Ran Ortner “Then this” exhibit in the Phillips Museum 
at F&M, with a guided tour/discussion by Philip Zimmerman (consultant to the museum).
This was followed in April by a trip to the National Aquarium in Baltimore, MD, where they engaged in a Q&A/
discussion with President/CEO John Racanelli about their conservation programs. He also gave them a backstage 
tour of their animal rescue facility (turtles!).

Homecoming 2016
~ highlights especially for our alumni ~

Friday, October 14, 2016
12:30 - 3:30 pm, Student Research Fair - Frey Atrium, Barshinger Life Sciences and Philosophy Building.  Stroll 
through the poster presentations and speak with students as they describe their summer research experiences.

Saturday, October 16, 2016
9:30 - 10:30 am, Geoscience Founders Society Annual Meeting - Hackman 119.  This is open to all alumni and 
friends of the department. Please come to get an update on the Society and the Department, hear from our stu-
dent Research Award winners, share ideas and enjoy breakfast with faculty, current students, and fellow alumni. 
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Like us on Facebook: 
“F&M Department of Earth & Environment”

Follow us on Twitter: @FANDMENE

Visit us on the web: http://www.fandm.edu/earth-environment
Send your alumni news updates to: dkadyk@fandm.edu

Upcoming Denver, CO Energy Trip
Denver area alumni! We are headed your way! The Founders Society and the Departments of Earth and Environ-
ment, and Business Organization and Society are excited to announce plans for a student trip to Denver to that will 
cover a wide array of energy issues. The trip is tentatively planned for January 8th-14th, 2017 and will provide 
our current students exposure to exploration and production as well the business side of commodities and private 
equity in the industry. Stan Mertzman from E&E and Alan Glazer from BOS will be on the trip as well. Planning 
is well under way with Jack Rosenthal ’06 and Dave Lehman’68 heading up the local logistics. They will be beat-
ing the bushes looking for Denver alumni that may be interested in hosting a student during the week or those who 
may be interested in attending an alumni gathering while the group is in Denver.

 If you would like more information contact by email: JRosenthal@djrllc.com or by phone at (303)-595-7438.


