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Key Findings 

The August 2019 Franklin & Marshall College Poll finds that Pennsylvania voters are 

generally satisfied with the direction of the state and their personal finances. Half (51%) of the 

state’s registered voters believe the state is “headed in the right direction.” Most voters report they 

are “better off” (29%) or the “same” (55%) financially compared to last year and most expect to be 

“better off” (28%) or the “same” (58%) financially next year. Pennsylvanians show considerable 

unanimity on a number of policy topics: 

 Most (61%) registered voters in Pennsylvania believe that the state’s tax system needs a 
fundamental overhaul and three in five (60%) believes that property taxes should be 
replaced by broader, state-wide taxes. 

 Fewer than one in four (23%) registered voters supports using the state’s motor license fund 
to pay for state police operations and most (61%) believe that the communities that rely on 
state police coverage should reimburse the state for those services. 
 

Contrasting with their feelings about the state, only one in three (34%) registered voters believes 

that the United States is “headed in the right direction.” About one in three (37%) registered voters 

in Pennsylvania believes President Trump is doing an “excellent” or “good” job as president, which 

is consistent with recent Franklin & Marshall College Polls. President Trump’s current rating is 

similar to President Obama’s rating in Pennsylvania at the same point in his Presidency. Two in five 

(38%) registered voters believes President Trump has done a good enough job to deserve re-

election, while three in five (61%) voters say it is time for a change.  

Former Vice President Joe Biden (28%) is the top choice for President among Pennsylvania’s 

registered Democrats, followed by Senator Elizabeth Warren (21%), although the preferences of 

liberal and moderate Democrats differ: liberal Democrats prefer Warren (31%), Sanders (16%), 

Biden (13%) and Harris (11%), while moderate Democrats overwhelmingly prefer Biden (47%).  
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Voter Sentiment 

Half (51%) of the state’s registered voters believe the state is “headed in the right direction.” 

As Figure 1 shows, more registered voters in the state have been expressing positive views about 

the direction of the state during the last year than had done so in the prior decade.1 This optimism 

likely comes from a belief that the state is not confronting any single, intractable problem and that 

most voters feel positively about their personal finances. Registered voters mention the economy 

and personal finances (16%), taxes (16%), education (13%), government and politicians (12%), and 

an assortment of other issues as being the most important problems facing the state. Most voters 

report they are “better off” (29%) or the “same” (55%) financially compared to last year and most 

expect to be “better off” (28%) or the “same” (58%) financially next year. Financial optimism has 

been relatively consistent for several years. It is notable that only one in three (34%) registered 

voters believes that the United States is “headed in the right direction.” More Republicans (60%) 

than independents (33%) or Democrats (13%) feel this way about the country. 

  

                                                 

1 More Democrats (66%) than independents (46%) or Republicans (34%) believe the state is “headed in the right 
direction.” 
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Figure 1: 

  

 

State Issues 

 The August 2019 Franklin & Marshall College Poll asked about a number of state policy 

issues related to state taxes and spending. The paragraphs that follow describe registered voters’ 

general reactions to these issues. Detailed tables that show support among political and 

demographic groups for these questions are included in the attachments. 
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State Taxes in General 

 Most (61%) registered voters in Pennsylvania believe that the state’s tax system needs a 

fundamental overhaul. Three in five (60%) registered voters believes that property taxes should be 

replaced by broader, state-wide taxes. 

State Police Funding 

 Fewer than one in four (23%) registered voters supports using the state’s motor license fund 

to pay for state police operations. Three in five (61%) believe that the communities that rely on state 

police coverage should reimburse the state for those services. 

Infrastructure and Mental Health 

 Nearly seven in ten (69%) registered voters supports using taxes on natural gas to fund an 

expansive state infrastructure program. Most (65%) also believe that the state spends “too little” on 

services for people with mental health issues. One in four (27%) voters feel it would be hard to 

access metal health services; a lack of providers (25%) and insurance reasons (24%) are mentioned 

as the top barriers. 

President Trump: Job Performance 

About one in three (37%) registered voters in Pennsylvania believes President Trump is 

doing an “excellent” or “good” job as president, which is consistent with recent Franklin & 

Marshall College Polls. Figure 2 compares President Trump’s job ratings to President Obama’s job 

ratings; President Trump’s current rating is similar to President Obama’s rating in Pennsylvania at 

the same point in his Presidency. A majority of Republicans (76%) rate the President’s performance 

positively, while fewer Democrats (7%) or independents (27%) do so. Conservatives (74%) are 

more likely than moderates (27%) or liberals (4%) to give the President positive job approval 

ratings. 
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Figure 2: 

 

Two in five (38%) registered voters believe President Trump has done a good enough job to 

deserve re-election and most (78%) of these respondents say they will vote for him no matter who 

runs against him. On the other hand, three in five (61%) voters say it is time for a change and four 

in five (85%) of these voters say they will vote against the President no matter who runs against 

him. Taken together, half (51%) of registered voters are firmly supporting a change and a quarter 

(29%) are firmly supporting no change, leaving another quarter who are still deciding. Not 

surprisingly, attitudes about re-electing the President are strongly associated with party and political 

ideology, but the desire for change is also affected by ratings of personal finances even after 
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accounting for political ideology. The effect of personal finances on support for the President is 

strongest for moderates (see Figure 3).  

Figure 3:  
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The Democratic Primary 

Former Vice President Joe Biden (28%) is the top choice for President among 

Pennsylvania’s registered Democrats (see Figure 4), followed by Senator Elizabeth Warren (21%). 

The top five Democratic candidates in Pennsylvania mirror the top five among Democrats 

nationally.2 The tension between moderate and liberal democrats has been well documented and the 

candidate preferences of these two groups differ: liberal Democrats prefer Warren (31%), Sanders 

(16%), Biden (13%) and Harris (11%), while moderate Democrats overwhelmingly prefer Biden 

(47%). There is also a pretty clear gender divide: males prefer Sanders (27%), Biden (20%) and 

Warren (18%) while females prefer Biden (34%), Warren (23%), and Harris (13%). Registered 

Democrats say that healthcare (21%) is the top issue they are considering in selecting a presidential 

candidate and that honesty (22%) and integrity (14%) are the qualities they most want in a 

candidate.  

Figure 4: 

  

 

                                                 

2 https://www.realclearpolitics.com/epolls/2020/president/us/2020_democratic_presidential_nomination-6730.html, 
accessed August 6, 2019. 
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Methodology 

The survey findings presented in this release are based on the results of interviews 

conducted July 29 – August 4, 2019. The interviews were conducted at the Center for Opinion 

Research at Franklin & Marshall College on behalf of the Center for Politics and Public Affairs. 

The poll was designed and administered by the staff of the Center for Opinion Research. The data 

included in this release represent the responses of 627 Pennsylvania registered voters, including 295 

Democrats, 251 Republicans, and 81 independents. The sample of registered voters was obtained 

from L2, formerly Labels & Lists, and Marketing Systems Group. All sampled respondents were 

notified by letter about the survey. Interviews were completed over the phone and online depending 

on each respondent’s preference. Survey results were weighted (age, gender, education, and party 

registration) using an iterative weighting algorithm to reflect the known distribution of those 

characteristics as reported by the Pennsylvania Department of State and Pennsylvania exit polls.  

The sample error for this survey is +/- 6.0 percentage points when the design effects from 

weighting are considered (the sample error for registered Democrats is +/- 8.7 percent).  In addition 

to sampling error, this poll is also subject to other sources of non-sampling error. Generally 

speaking, two sources of error concern researchers most. Non-response bias is created when 

selected participants either choose not to participate in the survey or are unavailable for 

interviewing. Response errors are the product of the question and answer process. Surveys that rely 

on self-reported behaviors and attitudes are susceptible to biases related to the way respondents 

process and respond to survey questions.  
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Attachment A-3 
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Attachment A-4 
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Marginal Frequency Report 

Responses may not total 100% due to rounding. 
 

REG. Some people are registered to vote, and many others are not. Are you currently registered 
to vote at your present address? 
 

Yes 100% 
No 0% 

 
RegPARTY. Are you currently registered as a Republican, a Democrat, an Independent, or as 
something else?  
 

Republican 41% 
Democrat 48% 
Independent 10% 
Something else 2% 

 
 

Please let me know your opinion of some people involved in politics today. Is your opinion of 
[FILL name] favorable, unfavorable, undecided, or haven’t you heard enough about [FILL 
name] to have an opinion? (rotated) 
 

 
Strongly 
favorable 

Somewhat 
favorable 

Somewhat 
unfavorable 

Strongly 
unfavorable 

Undecided 
Do not 
know 

DONALD TRUMP 
Jul 2019 26% 13% 6% 52% 3% 1% 

Mar 2019 24% 14% 9% 52% 2% 1% 
Oct 2018 25% 11% 6% 55% 2% 1% 
Sep 2018 26% 14% 4% 55% 0% 1% 
Aug 2018 26% 13% 5% 52% 3% 1% 
Jun 2018 26% 14% 7% 51% 3% 0% 

Mar 2018 21% 15% 11% 49% 2% 2% 
Sep 2017 21% 22% 9% 36% 6% 6% 
Feb 2017 23% 14% 6% 51% 6% 1% 
Oct 2016 23% 12% 6% 56% 3% 1% 
Sep 2016 20% 12% 6% 54% 6% 1% 
Aug 2016 23% 14% 7% 51% 5% 1% 

Jul 2016 20% 13% 5% 57% 5% 0% 
Mar 2016 13% 14% 9% 56% 7% 1% 
Feb 2016 12% 15% 11% 51% 10% 1% 
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Strongly 
favorable 

Somewhat 
favorable 

Somewhat 
unfavorable 

Strongly 
unfavorable 

Undecided 
Do not 
know 

JOE BIDEN 
Jul 2019 16% 30% 19% 25% 7% 4% 

BERNIE SANDERS 
Jul 2019 15% 23% 15% 38% 5% 4% 

KAMALA HARRIS 
Jul 2019 11% 21% 11% 26% 5% 27% 

ELIZABETH WARREN 
Jul 2019 21% 20% 11% 30% 5% 14% 

PETE BUTTIGIEG 
Jul 2019 10% 19% 8% 18% 5% 39% 

 
Rate_Gov. How would you rate the way that Tom Wolf is handling his job as Governor? Would 
you say he is doing an excellent job, a good job, only a fair job, or a poor job as Governor? 
 

 Excellent job Good job Only a fair job Poor job Don’t know 
Jul 2019 13% 34% 32% 13% 8% 

Mar 2019 11% 40% 29% 13% 8% 
Oct 2018 14% 40% 28% 16% 3% 
Sep 2018 12% 38% 27% 18% 6% 
Aug 2018 8% 38% 28% 20% 6% 
Jun 2018 9% 36% 33% 16% 6% 

Mar 2018 6% 37% 33% 16% 8% 
Sep 2017 4% 34% 36% 19% 7% 

May 2017 5% 36% 35% 17% 8% 
Feb 2017 4% 34% 35% 19% 8% 
Feb 2016 4% 27% 32% 29% 7% 
Jan 2016 5% 28% 36% 26% 6% 
Oct 2015 6% 30% 37% 21% 6% 

Aug 2015 7% 32% 34% 17% 10% 
Jun 2015 8% 31% 34% 16% 13% 

Mar 2015 7% 31% 29% 14% 19% 
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RightDir All in all, do you think things in Pennsylvania are generally headed in the right 
direction, or do you feel that things are off on the wrong track?   
 

 Headed in Right Direction Off on the Wrong Track Do not know 
Jul 2019 51% 36% 13% 

Mar 2019 49% 37% 15% 
Oct 2018 51% 37% 11% 
Sep 2018 51% 36% 14% 
Aug 2018 46% 36% 18% 
Jun 2018 45% 39% 16% 

Mar 2018 46% 40% 15% 
Sep 2017 37% 48% 16% 

May 2017 31% 50% 19% 
Feb 2017 35% 52% 13% 
Mar 2016 24% 66% 10% 
Feb 2016 21% 67% 12% 
Jan 2016 21% 67% 12% 
Oct 2015 26% 62% 12% 

Aug 2015 32% 54% 13% 
Jun 2015 36% 47% 17% 

Mar 2015 39% 47% 15% 
Oct 2014 28% 61% 11% 
Sep 2014 29% 60% 11% 
Aug 2014 27% 61% 13% 
Jun 2014 30% 59% 11% 
Jan 2014 25% 62% 13% 
Oct 2013 25% 61% 13% 

Aug 2013 26% 62% 12% 
May 2013 28% 58% 13% 
Aug 2012 31% 56% 13% 
Jun 2012 30% 57% 13% 
Feb 2012 31% 56% 13% 
Jan 2012 38% 47% 15% 
Oct 2011 38% 49% 13% 

Aug 2011 34% 53% 13% 
Mar 2011 37% 53% 10% 
Oct 2010 27% 64% 9% 
Sep 2010 31% 59% 10% 
Aug 2010 30% 58% 12% 
May 2010 35% 55% 10% 
Mar 2010 32% 58% 10% 
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MIP_PA. What do you think is the most important problem facing Pennsylvania today?  
 

 Jul Mar Oct Sep Aug Jun Mar Sep May Feb Mar Feb Jan Oct 
 2019 2019 2018 2018 2018 2018 2018 2017 2017 2017 2016 2016 2016 2015 
Taxes    16% 14% 14% 12% 10% 12% 15% 11% 12% 11% 7% 10% 9% 9% 
Education, school      13% 12% 9% 11% 13% 7% 9% 11% 17% 16% 13% 12% 18% 16% 
Government, politicians 12% 9% 14% 14% 16% 13% 16% 30% 22% 24% 45% 47% 38% 39% 
Unemployment, personal 
finances 

12% 6% 12% 9% 14% 5% 12% 9% 8% 12% 13% 9% 8% 12% 

Crime, drugs, violence, guns 8% 9% 7% 6% 6% 8% 10% 6% 5% 5% 1% 2% 3% 2% 
Healthcare, insurance 7% 7% 8% 4% 3% 5% 2% 4% 8% 4% 2% 1% 2% 2% 
Economy, finances    4% 9% 5% 6% 3% 9% 5% 7% 3% 3% 5% 4% 4% 4% 
Roads, infrastructure, 
transportation     

3% 6% 5% 4% 5% 7% 3% 2% 4% 4% 2% 1% 2% 2% 

Environment 2% 3% 2% 3% 3% 2% 2% 1% 3% 2% 1% 1% 1% 1% 
Values, morals 2% 1% 0% 0% 0% 1% 0% 1% 0% 1% 1% 1% 1% 0% 
Global events 2% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 
Energy issues, gas prices 1% 2% 2% 3% 2% 3% 0% 3% 1% 3% 2% 2% 2% 2% 
Immigration  1% 2% 2% 2% 2% 3% 1% 1% 1% 1% 0% 1% 0% 0% 
Bipartisanship 1% 1% 0% 2% 0% 2% 1% 2% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 
Senior issues, social security 1% 1% 0% 1% 1% 1% 0% 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 1% 1% 
Justice system, Lawyers 1% 1% 0% 0% 0% 1% 1% 0% 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 
Align with political 
views/platforms 

1% 0% 0% 2% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Welfare                                 1% 0% 0% 1% 0% 1% 1% 1% 0% 1% 1% 0% 0% 1% 
Population, urban sprawl 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 
Social issues  0% 2% 0% 0% 2% 1% 6% 1% 2% 2% 1% 0% 1% 1% 
Retaining, attracting businesses 0% 1% 1% 2% 1% 0% 1% 0% 1% 2% 1% 1% 0% 1% 
Racism 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 1% 1% 1% 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 
Daycare 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 
Civil liberties 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1% 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 
Personal illness, health 
problems 

0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Housing and real estate 0% 0% 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 
Transportation, availability 0% 0% 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 
Population loss, movement out 
of state 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Other                         4% 4% 5% 4% 7% 3% 5% 2% 5% 4% 3% 4% 4% 3% 
Do not know 9% 10% 10% 14% 12% 14% 13% 5% 7% 6% 3% 5% 8% 6% 
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Tax1. Which of the following statements comes closest to your own view: Pennsylvania's 
system of state and local taxes needs a fundamental overhaul OR Pennsylvania's system of state 
and local taxes should basically be left as it is?  
 

Needs a fundamental overhaul 61% 
Should basically be left as it is 29% 
Do not know 10% 

 
Tax2. Some people think there is a need to change the state’s tax system. Generally speaking, if 
the state needed to raise more revenues, what tax should it use to raise the money… 
 

Taxes on gambling, tobacco, and alcohol 38% 
Taxes on natural gas extraction 30% 
Sales taxes 9% 
Business Taxes 5% 
Personal income taxes 2% 
Some other tax 7% 
Do not know 6% 

 
Tax3. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Local school property taxes 
should be reduced and replaced with state taxes, such as sales taxes on food and clothing, an 
increased state income tax, or a tax on natural gas extraction.  
 

Strongly agree 30% 
Somewhat agree 30% 
Somewhat disagree 16% 
Strongly disagree 14% 
Do not know 10% 

 
SP1. The money used to improve and maintain the state’s highways comes from the state’s 
motor license fund. For decades, the state has been using the motor license fund to pay for an 
increasing share of the state police budget. Do you think the state should continue using money 
from the state motor license fund to pay for state police operations OR should the state find 
another source of funding for state police operations so that highway projects are fully funded?  
 

Continue using money from the state motor license fund 23% 
Find another source of funding 67% 
Do not know 10% 
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SP2. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement: communities that rely on state 
police coverage should reimburse the state for those services.  
 

Strongly agree 32% 
Somewhat agree 29% 
Somewhat disagree 16% 
Strongly disagree 16% 
Do not know 7% 

 
RPA1. Restore Pennsylvania is a plan proposed by the governor to help local communities 
improve storm water management to reduce flooding, eliminate blight, expand broadband access, 
and address other local infrastructure needs. Restore Pennsylvania would invest $4.5 billion over 
the next four years and would be funded by a severance tax on natural gas drillers that. Do you 
favor or oppose this infrastructure plan? 
 

Strongly Favor 43% 
Somewhat Favor 26% 
Somewhat Oppose 8% 
Strongly Oppose 12% 
Do not know 12% 

 
MH1. The human services funding the state gives counties has not increased in more than a 
decade and county human services providers say that state funding has not kept pace with rising 
costs. Do you believe that Pennsylvania spends too much, too little, or about the right amount of 
money on services for people with mental health issues? 
 

Too much 4% 
Too little 65% 
About the right amount 14% 
Do not know 17% 

 
MH2. How easy or hard would it be for you to get access to mental health services if you or a 
family member needed them?  
 

Very easy 33% 
Somewhat easy 26% 
Somewhat hard 18% 
Very hard 9% 
Do not know 14% 
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MH3. What would make it hard for you to get mental health services?  
 

 n=167 
Lack of providers/services 25% 
Insurance reasons: no insurance, not covered, in/out of network 24% 
Unsure of where to go or how to find services 11% 
Bureaucracy, process to get care 9% 
Cost 9% 
Stigma/bias against those with mental health 4% 
Transportation 3% 
Long wait times for appointments 2% 
Accessibility: need to travel for care 1% 
Other 6% 
Do not know 6% 

*Total may exceed 100% because multiple responses were accepted 
 
DemPrim1. If the Democratic primary election for President were being held today would you 
vote for (rotated candidates), or aren't you sure how you would vote?  
 

 n=295 
Joe Biden 28% 
Elizabeth Warren 21% 
Bernie Sanders 12% 
Kamala Harris 8% 
Pete Buttigieg 6% 
Cory Booker 2% 
Beto O’Rourke 1% 
Steve Bullock 1% 
Tulsi Gabbard 1% 
Amy Klobuchar 0% 
John Delaney 0% 
Kirsten Gillibrand 0% 
Marianne Williamson 0% 
Michael Bennet 0% 
Tim Ryan 0% 
Other 1% 
Do not know 19% 
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DemPrim2. Which candidate would be your second choice?  
 

 n=236 
Elizabeth Warren 25% 
Kamala Harris 16% 
Joe Biden 15% 
Bernie Sanders 15% 
Pete Buttigieg 12% 
Andrew Yang 3% 
Amy Klobuchar 1% 
Beto O’Rourke 1% 
Cory Booker 1% 
Julian Castro 1% 
John Hickenlooper 1% 
Kirsten Gillibrand 1% 
Other 1% 
Do not know 7% 

 
DemIss What issue will be most important to you when considering which democratic candidate for 
President you support? 

 n=295 
Healthcare, insurance 21% 
Best option/dislike other candidate more 8% 
Government, politicians 8% 
Donald Trump 7% 
Immigration, illegal immigrants, refugees 7% 
Taxes 5% 
Global events 5% 
Personal characteristic of candidate 4% 
Environment 4% 
Economy 3% 
Civil liberties 3% 
Education, schools 3% 
Terrorism, war, foreign policy 2% 
Crime, drugs, violence, guns 1% 
Values and morality 1% 
Elder issues, social security 1% 
Racism 1% 
Candidate who will put country back on right track, in general 1% 
Unemployment, personal finances 1% 
Social issues 1% 
Align with political views/platforms 1% 
Most Qualified, most experienced 1% 
Other 5% 
Do not know 6% 
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DemChar And what personal characteristic or quality are you most looking for in a candidate for 
President?  
 

 n=295 
Honesty/Truthful 22% 
Integrity 14% 
Knowledgeable, intelligent 7% 
Leader, leadership 7% 
Compassionate 5% 
Professional 3% 
Stability 3% 
Can beat Trump 3% 
Specific issue/cause mentioned 3% 
Relatable 2% 
Experience 2% 
Progressive 2% 
Competent 2% 
A good/decent person 2% 
Fair 2% 
County/people best interests in mind 2% 
Not Trump 2% 
Ability to bring country together 2% 
Morality, morals 1% 
Moderate 1% 
Bipartisan 1% 
Character 1% 
Ethical 1% 
Other 8% 
Do not know 4% 

 
VoteQual Which one of the following qualities matters most in deciding how you will vote in the 
upcoming primary? 
 

 n=295 
The candidate can beat Donald Trump 50% 
The candidate is a true progressive 16% 
The candidate has the right experience 23% 
Something else 9% 
Do not know 2% 
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RatePres. How would you rate the way that Donald Trump is handling his job as president? Would 
you say he is doing an excellent job, a good job, only a fair job, or a poor job as President? 
 

 Excellent Job Good Job Only a Fair Job Poor Job Don’t Know 
Jul 2019 21% 16% 11% 52% 0% 

Mar 2019 18% 16% 13% 53% 0% 
Oct 2018 22% 14% 12% 52% 0% 
Sep 2018 18% 19% 8% 55% 0% 
Aug 2018 18% 20% 10% 52% 1% 
Jun 2018 17% 18% 13% 52% 0% 

Mar 2018 13% 17% 16% 54% 1% 
Sep 2017 13% 16% 18% 53% 1% 

May 2017 13% 24% 14% 49% 2% 
Feb 2017 13% 19% 13% 54% 1% 

 
REPRES. Do you believe that Donald Trump has done a good enough job as President to deserve 
re-election, or do you believe it is time for a change? 
 

 Jul 2019 Mar 2019 
Has done a good enough job to deserve re-election 38% 36% 
It is time for a change 61% 61% 
Do not know 2% 4% 

 
RE_FOR. Will you vote for President Trump no matter who runs against him, or not? 
 

 Jul 2019 Mar 2019 
 n=236 n=192 
Yes 78% 63% 
No 14% 23% 
Do not know 9% 14% 

 
RE_AGAINST. Will you vote against President Trump no matter who runs against him, or not? 
 

 Jul 2019 Mar 2019 
 n=376 n=326 
Yes 85% 80% 
No 11% 15% 
Do not know 4% 5% 
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RightDirUS. All in all, do you think things in the United States are generally headed in the right 
direction, or do you feel that things are off on the wrong track? 
 

Headed in Right Direction Off on the Wrong Track Do not know 
Jul 2019 34% 62% 5% 

Mar 2019 30% 65% 6% 
Oct 2018 35% 61% 4% 
Sep 2018 36% 60% 4% 
Feb 2017 29% 66% 6% 
Oct 2016 35% 58% 7% 
Sep 2016 36% 57% 7% 
Aug 2016 32% 61% 7% 

Jul 2016 38% 57% 5% 
 
FinToday. We are interested in how people are getting along financially these days. Would you say 
that you and your family are better off, worse off, or about the same financially as you were a year 
ago?  
 

Better off Worse off About the same Do not know 
Jul 2019 29% 16% 55% 1% 

Mar 2019 32% 17% 52% 0% 
Oct 2018 28% 11% 61% 0% 
Sep 2018 31% 13% 56% 1% 
Sep 2017 16% 13% 69% 2% 
Feb 2017 21% 19% 60% 1% 
Oct 2016 22% 24% 53% 1% 
Sep 2016 23% 21% 56% 1% 
Aug 2016 24% 24% 52% 1% 

 
FinFut. Now looking ahead, do you think that a year from now, you and your family will be better 
off financially than you are now, worse off, or about the same as you are now?  
 

Better off Worse off About the same Do not know 
Jul 2019 28% 9% 58% 5% 

Mar 2019 29% 11% 54% 7% 
Oct 2018 27% 11% 56% 6% 
Sep 2018 31% 10% 55% 5% 
Feb 2017 28% 15% 49% 8% 
Oct 2016 25% 7% 49% 19% 
Sep 2016 25% 7% 52% 16% 
Aug 2016 25% 8% 53% 14% 
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PrimNews What is your primary source for news? 

*updated to exclude social media in February 2017 
 
CabNet Which cable network do you rely on the most? (cable television respondents) 
 

 
Jul 

2019 
Mar 
2019 

Oct  
2018 

Sep  
2018 

Aug 
2018 

May 
2017 

Feb  
2017 

 n=170 n=142 n=166 n=159 n=141 n=180 n=252 
Fox News Channel 56% 37% 52% 53% 43% 50% 44% 

CNN 21% 19% 24% 22% 22% 22% 29% 
MSNBC 15% 27% 19% 16% 20% 18% 15% 

NBC 1% 1% 0% 1% 0% 3% -- 
One America News 

Network 
1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1% 0% 

CBS 0% 3% 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 
CNBC 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

ABC 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 
HLN 0% 0% 0% 2% 0% 1% 0% 
PBS 0% 0% 0% 0% 3% 0% 0% 

Fox Business Network 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1% 
None, nothing 0% 1% 0% 0% 1% 0% 1% 

Other 5% 9% 6% 5% 7% 5% 10% 
Do not know 2% 2% 0% 0% 3% 2% 2% 

 
 

 Jul Mar Oct Sep Aug May Feb Oct Sep Aug 
 2019 2019 2018 2018 2018 2017 2017 2016 2016 2016 

Internet (other than social media)* 28% 29% 21% 27% 25% 28% 28% 33% 32% 28% 
Cable television, such as Fox, CNN, or 

MSNBC 
27% 27% 31% 30% 28% 28% 31% 29% 30% 28% 

Network television, such as ABC, CBS, 
or NBC 

20% 21% 18% 20% 20% 15% 18% 19% 20% 21% 

Radio 7% 8% 10% 6% 9% 8% 8% 7% 7% 6% 
Daily newspaper (such as the Inquirer or 

Post-Gazette ) 
7% 6% 9% 8% 7% 12% 8% 7% 8% 11% 

Social media (Twitter, Facebook, 
SnapChat, Instagram) 

6% 5% 7% 5% 5% 4% 3% -- -- -- 

Neighborhood newspaper 1% 2% 2% 1% 2% 3% 1% 2% 2% 2% 
Other 5% 3% 3% 4% 9% 2% 3% 4% 2% 3% 

Do not know 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1% 1% 0% 1% 1% 
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DEMO  I now have a final few questions for statistical purposes only. 
 

CNTY. Region of state (What is the name of the county you live in?) 
 

37% Central 
16% Southeast 
11% Northeast 
11% Southwest 
9% Allegheny 
7% Philadelphia 
9% Northwest 

 

AGE. What was your age on your last birthday? 
 

7% 18-24 
18% 25-34 
14% 35-44 
18% 45-54 
13% 55-64 
30% 65 and older 

 
EDUC. What was the highest level of schooling you have completed? 
 

1% Non high school graduate 
22% High school graduate or GED 
16% Some college 
13% Associate’s degree or technical degree 
27% Bachelor’s degree 
21% Post graduate degree 

 
MAR. What is your current marital status? 
 

58% Married 
26% Single, Never Married 
7% Divorced 
8% Widow or widower 
1% Separated 
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IDEO. Politically speaking, do you consider yourself to be a liberal, a moderate, or a conservative? 
 

 Liberal Moderate Conservative Don’t know 
Jul 2019 31% 31% 35% 4% 

Mar 2019 31% 32% 33% 4% 
Oct 2018 29% 36% 35% 0% 
Sep 2018 28% 36% 31% 5% 
Aug 2018 25% 33% 37% 5% 
Jun 2018 27% 40% 33% 0% 

Mar 2018 27% 40% 33% 0% 
May 2017 26% 41% 30% 2% 
Feb 2017 27% 42% 31% 0% 
Oct 2016 33% 29% 34% 4% 
Sep 2016 31% 28% 38% 4% 
Aug 2016 31% 32% 33% 4% 

Jul 2016 33% 30% 33% 4% 
Mar 2016 24% 35% 37% 3% 
Feb 2016 27% 33% 37% 3% 
Jan 2016 22% 39% 36% 4% 
Oct 2015 22% 38% 37% 4% 

Aug 2015 21% 36% 40% 3% 
Jun 2015 23% 35% 39% 4% 
Oct 2014 23% 37% 36% 3% 

Sept 2014 22% 36% 38% 5% 
Aug 2014 20% 39% 36% 5% 
Jun 2014 26% 36% 34% 5% 
Jan 2014 24% 43% 28% 5% 
Oct 2013 24% 39% 31% 6% 

Aug 2013 22% 42% 33% 3% 
May 2013 24% 39% 31% 6% 
Feb 2013 26% 36% 35% 3% 
Oct 2012 22% 39% 35% 5% 
Sep 2012 26% 34% 35% 5% 
Aug 2012 21% 40% 36% 4% 
Jun 2012 25% 34% 36% 5% 
Feb 2012 17% 39% 40% 4% 
Jan 2011 21% 39% 36% 4% 
Oct 2011 20% 39% 33% 8% 

Aug 2011 24% 32% 37% 7% 
Mar 2011 16% 33% 41% 10% 
Oct 2010 16% 37% 39% 8% 
Sep 2010 15% 34% 40% 10% 
Aug 2010 19% 32% 40% 9% 
May 2010 19% 32% 40% 9% 
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PARTY. Regardless of how you are registered in politics, as of today, do you think of yourself as a 
Republican, a Democrat, or an Independent? 
 

22% Strong Republican 
8% Republican 
11% Lean Republican 
6% Independent 
11% Lean Democrat 
7% Democrat 
32% Strong Democrat 
4% Don’t know 

 
GUN. Are you a gun owner?  
 

34% Yes 
66% No 

 
GUN2. Generally speaking, do you favor or oppose creating more laws that regulate gun 
ownership? 
 

 
Strongly 

favor 
Somewhat 

favor 
Somewhat 

oppose 
Strongly 
oppose 

Don’t know 

Jul 2019 47% 17% 10% 23% 3% 
Mar 2019 48% 14% 9% 26% 3% 
Oct 2018 46% 19% 9% 24% 2% 
Sep 2018 45% 20% 8% 23% 3% 
Aug 2018 47% 17% 12% 22% 2% 
Jun 2018 54% 15% 9% 20% 2% 

Mar 2018 52% 20% 7% 19% 3% 
Sep 2017 38% 23% 11% 24% 4% 
Feb 2017 42% 19% 14% 23% 2% 
Oct 2016 38% 27% 12% 21% 4% 
Sep 2016 44% 21% 10% 23% 3% 
Aug 2016 38% 16% 16% 26% 3% 

Jul 2016 43% 18% 10% 25% 4% 
Mar 2016 42% 17% 10% 28% 3% 
Feb 2016 40% 16% 13% 29% 3% 
Jan 2016 40% 15% 13% 29% 3% 
Oct 2015 43% 13% 10% 31% 4% 

Aug 2015 40% 14% 10% 32% 5% 
Jun 2015 38% 13% 12% 33% 5% 
Oct 2014 42% 12% 8% 37% 2% 
Sep 2014 39% 14% 10% 32% 5% 
Aug 2014 39% 14% 10% 31% 6% 
Jun 2014 43% 12% 9% 31% 5% 
Jan 2014 42% 12% 9% 32% 6% 
Oct 2013 46% 16% 9% 24% 5% 

Aug 2013 39% 12% 13% 33% 4% 
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LABR. Are you or is any member of your household a member of a LABOR UNION?  
 

16% Yes 
83% No 
1% Do not know 

 
VET. Are you a military veteran? 
 

11% Yes 
89% No 

 
Hisp. Are you Hispanic or Latino, or not?  
 

3% Yes 
97% No 

 
RACE. Which of the following categories best describes your racial background? 
       

90% White 
10% Non-white 

 
REL. Do you consider yourself to be Protestant, Catholic, some other religion, or not affiliated with 
any religion? 
 

30% Protestant 
22% Catholic 
20% Some other religion 
27% Not affiliated with any religion 
2% Do not know 

 
BAC. Do you consider yourself to be a born-again Christian or fundamentalist, or not? 
 

25% Yes 
73% No 
2% Don’t know 
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ABORT. Do you think that abortion should be legal under any circumstances, legal under certain 
circumstances, or illegal in all circumstances? 
 

 Legal under any 
circumstances 

Legal under certain 
circumstances 

Illegal in all 
circumstances 

Don’t 
know 

Jul 2019 32% 50% 16% 2% 
Oct 2018 34% 53% 12% 1% 
Sep 2018 34% 51% 12% 2% 
Aug 2018 30% 54% 15% 1% 
Jun 2014 23% 56% 19% 2% 
Sep 2010 20% 56% 22% 2% 
Aug 2010 18% 61% 19% 3% 
May 2010 21% 58% 19% 2% 
Mar 2010 19% 56% 23% 2% 
Feb 2010 19% 57% 22% 2% 
Jan 2010 23% 50% 24% 3% 
Oct 2009 20% 54% 23% 3% 

Aug 2009 21% 54% 23% 2% 
Jun 2009 18% 58% 22% 2% 

Aug 2007 22% 56% 21% 1% 
Jun 2007 21% 58% 20% 1% 
Feb 2007 20% 53% 26% 1% 

 
 
NUMC. How many children under 18 years of age currently live in your household? 
 

70% None 
14% One 
13% 2-3 
1% 4-5 
0% 6 or more 

 
WORK. Are you currently working fulltime, part-time, going to school, keeping house or 
something else? 
 

49% Full-time 
27% Retired 
11% Part-time 
4% Disabled 
6% Something else 
1% Going to school 
2% Unemployed 
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INCOME. And, just for statistical purposes, we need to know if your total family income is above 
or below $50,000 per year? 
 

11% Under $25,000 
9% $25-$35,000 
9% $35-50,000 
24% $50-75,000 
15% $75-100,000 
27% Over $100,000 
6% Don’t know 

 
DONE. Sex of respondent: 
 

48% Male 
52% Female 

 


