
GUIDELINES FOR MAINTAINING AN ESA WITHIN THE RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY

The following guidelines apply to all approved ESA’s and their owners who live in the
residential community, unless the nature of the disability of the student precludes adherence
to these guidelines, and permission for a variance from the guidelines has been granted.

✓ ANIMAL BEHAVIOR
1. An Exception to the Residential Pet Policy is granted for ESAs provided that their

behavior, noise, odor and waste do not exceed reasonable standards and that these
factors do not create unreasonable disruptions for other students in residence and F&M
sta�.

2. Dangerous, poisonous, and/or illegal animals are not permitted.
3. Animals that are capable of carrying zoonotic diseases are not permitted on campus.
4. The use of training (or “pee”) pads is prohibited due to property damage, odor, and

overall sanitation.
5. Tanks larger than 10 gallons are not permitted.
6. Heat lamps are not permitted.
7. The approved ESA must be contained (crated or caged) within the private residential

area (room, suite or apartment) when the owner is not home, except when transported
outside the private residential area in an animal carrier or controlled by a leash or
harness.

8. Your ESA may not be tethered or tied to College-owned property or allowed to run loose
on campus.

9. Any animal found unattended in or on College-owned property may be impounded by
the Department of Public Safety. You will be responsible for any associated fees.

10. In all cases, you are responsible for your ESA’s behavior. The removal of any ESA and
any necessary cleaning, repairs and/or pest control will be done at your expense and
may subject you to disciplinary action.

✓ ANIMAL HEALTH & WELLBEING
1. ESAs must have all veterinarian-recommended vaccinations to maintain the animal’s

health and prevent contagious diseases. Current vet records are due within 24 hours of the
animal arriving on campus.

a. The College reserves the right to make reasonable requests for updated
vaccination verification during the animal’s residency on campus.

b. Updated vet records are due yearly.
2. All ESAs, if taken outside your residence, must wear identification tags with home

address and, if applicable, vaccination information.
3. ESAs must be cared for in regards to feeding, water, shelter, exercise, urination, and

defecation. If you are reported to be negligent in any of these areas, you will be
contacted and an investigation may occur.

a. Negligence that cannot be reduced or eliminated by reasonable accommodation
will result in the ESA being asked to leave campus.

b. Any ESA left alone overnight will be considered abandoned and may be
transferred to a local shelter.



✓ ANIMAL CLEANLINESS
Students are responsible for properly containing and disposing of all animal waste, including
but not limited to

1. Indoor animal waste, such as cat litter, must be placed in a sturdy plastic bag and tied
securely before being disposed of in outside trash cans or dumpsters. Litter boxes should
be placed on mats so that feces and urine are not tracked onto carpeted surfaces.

2. Outdoor animal waste, such as dog feces, must be immediately retrieved by the student,
placed in a plastic bag and securely tied before being disposed of in outside trash cans or
dumpsters.

3. With respect to common areas, SAS reserves the right to designate specific sites
indoors/outdoors for animal elimination of waste and to prohibit (even if there is
immediate clean up afterwards) animal waste in any other common area.

✓ YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES
1. You must register your ESA with SAS through completing the steps outlined above.
2. Local laws (such as leashing and clean up) must be followed.
3. Local laws regarding registration must be followed. Lancaster County requires all dogs

to be licensed (www.co.lancaster.pa.us/590/Lifetime-Dog-Licenses).
4. If you leave your room overnight, your ESA must accompany you. You cannot ask a

roommate, a fellow F&M student, or a non-F&M friend to take care of your ESA in your
or any other campus associated building.

a. You may not take your ESA with you overnight to any other campus associated
building.

b. Even though, in other circumstances, cats can be left alone for several days, this
is not permitted with your ESA.

5. ESAs must leave campus during college breaks (unless you are present during the
break).

6. Likewise, your ESA is only approved to be in your room, suite, or apartment.
a. ESAs are not permitted in common spaces in any campus associated building
b. This includes spending the night at a friend’s or partner’s. Even if your friend or

partner’s roommates agree, or are also approved to have an ESA, your ESA is not
permitted to accompany you overnight.

7. When you are not home, your ESA must be in your room with the door closed.
○ Please avoid letting your ESA roam freely in your apartment when you are not

home. This is for the safety of your ESA and any person that may enter your
apartment (F&O, property manager, etc.)

8. If you plan to fly with your ESA, check individual airline policies.
9. You are responsible for ensuring that your ESA does not interfere with the routine

activities or cause unreasonable di�culties for other students in residence. Residential
community living requires respect for the needs of students with allergies and those
who may fear animals.

10. You are financially responsible for all consequences caused by the actions of your ESA,
including bodily injury or property damage which may necessitate replacement or
repair of damaged furniture, carpet, drapes, or wall covering, etc. If an ESA causes

https://www.co.lancaster.pa.us/590/Lifetime-Dog-Licenses


substantial physical damage to the property of others that cannot be reduced or
eliminated by reasonable accommodation, the animal may be excluded from living in
the residence.

11. The College shall have the right to bill your account for unmet obligations arising from
damage caused by your ESA.

12. Your place of residence may be inspected for fleas, ticks or other pests once per
semester or as needed. The Facilities and Operations (F&O) department will carry out
the inspection if you reside in College owned housing, otherwise, your landlord, or their
designee, is responsible for this function. If fleas, ticks or other pests are detected
through inspection, your residence will be treated using approved fumigation methods
by a pest control service at your expense.

13. You must notify SAS in writing if your ESA is no longer needed as an accommodation or
is no longer in residence.

14. Even if you previously obtained permission for an ESA, you must contact Amy Faust if
you wish to bring a new/di�erent ESA in substitution of the current/previous one.

a. Due to confined residential living space, residents will be permitted to have no
more than one ESA.

15. SAS has the ability to relocate the student and ESA as necessary provided the new site is
consistent with the terms of your current contractual agreement.

16. You must continue to abide by all other residential policies. An exception to a policy
that otherwise would prohibit having an animal does not constitute an exception to any
other policy.

17. Any violation of the above rules will be reviewed through the F&M Judicial Process and
you will be a�orded all the rights of due process and appeal as outlined in that process.

By my signature below, I verify that I have read, understand and will abide by the Guidelines
outlined here. I agree to provide the additional information required to complete my Request
for an ESA and to provide on-going Roommate Agreements and yearly updated vet records.

_________________________ _____________________
Signed Date


