
I was able to have a truly unforgettable experience this summer in Cesano Maderno, Italy. 
Cesano is a small town about 30 minutes from Milan by train. Cesano is a very small town that is 
unique and very different from the bigger, tourist filled cities in Italy. Here I found the best food, 
best sights but more importantly some of the most genuine and selfless people I have ever met.  
 In Cesano I had the opportunity to live with a host family for 7 weeks while I was 
teaching at a local Oratorio. The Oratorio I worked in was located in Cesano Maderno but my 
host family actually lived in the town over called Seveso. Each day, my roommate and I woke up 
early and rode our bikes to work. The name of the Oratorio was Binzago and believe me when I 
say that the community are die hard Binzago fans. Binzago was not only where we were able to 
work during the day but where we would attend soccer matches on the weekends and basketball 
tournaments in the evenings. This was a place for the community, where everyone of all ages 
came to spend time together, something that is so rare to see in the US. After about a 5 mile bike 
ride to work, we spent the morning planning and setting up for the rest of the day. My group 
consisted of 11 other Americans, people from all across the country, everyone unique in their 
own way and about 18 other Italian high schoolers who were there to help bridge the gap 
between us and the middle schoolers we were teaching. Sara was the boss and made sure 
everything ran smoothly and Ronnell was a local priest who was there to help Sara and lead 
prayers. The morning warmup was always 5-6 dances. In the beginning they were all in Italian 
but by the last week, a majority were in English! We were not only there to teach English but we 
were there to teach American games and culture in ways that were fun for the children. After 
dancing, the morning was dedicated to teaching English. We would help with their English 
homework and summer work, play American games or sing American songs. The way we taught 
changed every week. The morning was followed by a classic Italian style lunch: first the bread, 
then the first course of pasta, a second course of meat and it always finished with dessert. This 
food was all donated by the community every day! The afternoon was filled with tournament 
styled games. The children and all the volunteers were separated into teams on Day 1 and we 
were with those teams until the very end. I was Team Red and we had a really strong run through 
the summer but ended up coming in second overall. The way they did the teams and tournaments 
was really great because we were able to bond with the children and get to know the other Italian 
Animatores (volunteers). After work we often tried local gelaterias or one day a week we would 
have Aperitivo at a local bar. We befriended the workers at each of the locations and they were 
all very interested in our stories and how we ended up in Cesano. They welcomed us with big 
smiles and we shared many laughs.  
 As I said before, I lived with a host family in Seveso. I had an American roommate, two 
host sisters and host parents. The host sisters were 13 and 16 and worked at Binzago with us. My 
host parents were both doctors in Milan. My family was so generous and kind and I am so 
fortunate to have spent two months with them. They treated us as if we were their own. Not only 
did they serve the best food but they also took us around Northern Italy. We spent a day at the 
beach in Cinque Terre, many nights in Bergamo, multiple visits to Lake Como and trips to Milan 
as well! Anything we needed or wanted to do, they made sure it happened.  
 This experience was really challenging in the beginning but ended up being one of the 
best things I have ever done. I learned so much about the language and culture but I also truly 
learned so much about myself. I was in uncomfortable situations that forced me to step out of my 
comfort zone. Thank you will never be enough to express my gratitude for your help in making 
this incredible experience possible for me.  
 



All my best, 
Taylor Long ‘19 
 
 
Here are some pictures from my trip! 
 

 
Here are some of the American volunteers with the President of the program Don Sergio (he is in 
the blue polo)  
 



  
Right to left: My host sister Silvia, host sister Giulia, me and my roommate Molly in front of the 
Duomo at Lake Como.  
 
 
 



 
American group after a hike in the mountains of Trento.  
 



 
I play softball at F&M and I had the opportunity to help coach in a local league.  
 



 
I studied abroad in Florence fall 2017 and before I left I went back to visit my host mom 
Alessandra. This is us at Piazza Michelangelo.  


