
Email	to	International	Students	enrolled	on-campus,		3/16/2020	
From	Dean	Haile:	
	
Good afternoon International Students,  
 
I'm emailing to give an update on the rapidly changing circumstances surrounding the Covid-19 
situation.  Many of you have emailed with questions about your courses and immigration statuses, so 
I hope to address many of these concerns in this email.  
 
First, and most importantly - I want to acknowledge the anxiety, stress, and uncertainty you are 
feeling.  This is a scary and confusing time for you, being away from home without firm 
plans/reassurance on how the coming weeks are going to go.  None of us have ever seen anything 
like this in our lifetimes.  If you need to talk to someone, the Wellness Center will be open again on 
Tuesday, our office is here to listen, as are your friends here and abroad.  While we may not have 
every answer, we are here to listen. 
 
I want to make it clear that you have EVERY right to leave the US - if that is what you and your family 
feel is best for your safety at this time.  That is okay.  
We are not demanding you to remain or holding you here. We respect any decision you have to 
make.  Your quest for answers is normal and (for many of you) your families' desire to have you back 
home is completely valid.   
[If you do leave the US for the semester, we ask you to send us an email to confirm this in 
writing and let us know the best alternate email where to reach you ... if you are a graduating 
senior, we should also have additional conversations about implications] 
 
Many of you have questions if you can complete all your courses for the semester online and if that 
will be allowed. Please know this issue is actively being discussed at the highest level of the 
college.  Today, all faculty were informed of possible immigration implications you face should you be 
unable to complete a full course load (at least 3.0) credits -  which would result in a potential leave of 
absence and require a new I-20 and SEVIS record. Faculty understand the seriousness of the issue 
and how many students are potentially impacted by these decisions - so please await further 
guidance on this issue. 
 
That brings me to my next point:  Several of you have questions about what a departure from the US 
would mean for F-1 status obligations.  The federal government has been increasingly lenient about 
F-1 federal regulations in light of the worldwide crisis.  Under most recent guidance, if you depart the 
US but remain enrolled in full-time spring semester F&M courses - online - you will maintain 
your F-1 status (this semester only).  You would not have to apply for a new I-20 or SEVIS record 
in order to return to the US for the fall semester.  Guidance from the federal government on F-1 
matters and adjustments are coming every few days.  For now, this is the limited reassurance I can 
give you in an effort to not mis-advise.   
 
You can follow @fandmeverywhere (the int'l programs office) on Instagram for updates on 
happenings/announcements on campus regarding services.  We'll try to update that as quickly as 
possible should there be opportunities or modifications on operating times.   
 
The International Center will reopen tomorrow, normal hours 8:30-4:30. 
We will update any and all guidance that impacts you as an international student through email.  More 
information about the weeks to come will be available soon.  
For now, please take a deep breath, get a little sunshine on your face, and eat.   
 
Take care of yourselves, Jessica, Alyssa, Sue, Nadia & Shuai	


