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Gillian, an international student born and raised in 
Jamaica, is a rising junior double majoring in 
biochemistry & molecular biology and studio art. As 
an active participant in the Art Club and Choom 
Chu, F&M’s K-pop focused dance team, Gillian can 
be found across campus adding her wisdom of ways 
to merge art and science with social impact.
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Jamila is a rising senior from Miami, Florida 
majoring in environmental science. Since coming to 
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Black Student Union, and Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc. For the last two years, Jamila worked 
as a student researcher in Professor Paul Harnik’s 
lab studying how marine species respond to 
environmental changes. At the CSE, Jamila focuses 
on environmental activism, event collaboration, and 
projects surrounding food insecurity. 
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In this week’s GreenMail, we include 
contributions from the CSE’s two 
environmental justice specialists, Gillian 
and Jamila! Be on the lookout for a 
number of events and opportunities 
designed by Gillian and Jamila over the 
summer and school year.

Glory is in charge of designing the 
CSE’s newsletters.  When not working 
on newsletters, they work for the CSE as 
a trip leader for the Outdoor Gear Rental 
Program, as a FOOT Leader, and as a 
student representative on F&M’s 
Sustainability Committee. They 
participate in several musical ensembles 
as a cellist and are a member of the 
student board for the Alice Drum 
Women’s Center.
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Definitions
The environmental justice movement has some unique terminology used in its discussions 
and literature. To ensure that we all have a basic understanding of the language that is 
frequently used, we’ve included a few definitions, established by the EPA, below:
Environmental Justice (EJ) - The fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people 
regardless of race, color, culture, national origin, income, and educational levels with 
respect to the development, implementation, and enforcement of protective environmental 
laws, regulations, and policies. 
Environmental Racism - Whether, by conscious design or institutional neglect, actions and 
decisions that result in the disproportionate exposure of people of color to environmental 
hazards and environmental health burdens, or the exclusion of people of color from 
environmental governing bodies. One form of environmental injustice.
Fair treatment - The principle that no group of people, including a racial, ethnic or a 
socioeconomic group, should bear a disproportionate share of the negative environmental 
consequences from industrial, municipal and commercial operations or the execution of 
federal, state, local and tribal programs and policies.
Disproportionate Effects - Situations of concern where there exists significantly higher and 
more adverse health and environmental effects on minority populations, low-income 
populations or indigenous peoples.
For more language surrounding EJ, here are some of the terms used by the EPA.

A Brief History
When thinking of the early environmentalist movement in this country, often people refer to such 
texts as Walt Whitman’s The Leaves of Grass (1855) and Aldo Leopold’s A Sound County Almanac 
(1949). Although the works of these authors are important in understanding our relationship with 
nature, it is important to acknowledge that the environmental movement started long before these 
men wrote and romanticized wilderness, that concerns over the environment extend well beyond 
the United States, and that the environmental threats to and work of minorities and the 
socioeconomically disadvantaged have been systematically unacknowledged. Here we will dive 
into a brief history of the environmental justice (EJ)movement in the United States. To continue to 
learn more about the environmental justice movement, check out these websites: 

Timeline of EJ Movement in the US
National Resource Defense Council
Sierra Club
Environmental Justice, “Chapter 3: Worldwide Perspective” (Available via the F&M Library)

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/ej-2020-glossary
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-timeline
https://www.nrdc.org/stories/environmental-justice-movement
https://www.sierraclub.org/environmental-justice/history-environmental-justice
https://fandm.on.worldcat.org/oclc/606743196


The Environmental Justice Movement (U.S.)

1960s 
●  Memphis Sanitation Strike (EPA)

○ The first time a group of African 
Americans organized to oppose 
environmental injustices publically. Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. advocated 
for Memphis garbage workers to have 
better working conditions.

1980s
● Warren County Sit In

○ This nonviolent sit-in protest opposed 
the dumping of polychlorinated biphenyl 
(PCB) contaminated soil in an African 
American community in Warren County, 
North Carolina. Although the protest 
was not successful, this event was a 
catalyst for the EJ movement.

● Toxic Wastes and Race published
○ This study served as a national report on 

the locations of hazardous waste sites 
and their relations to the racial and 
socio-economic  characteristics of the 
communities in which they were located

● Founding of WE ACT
○ West Harlem Environmental Action was 

founded to address the poor 
management of a waste treatment plant 
in Harlem. WE ACT shifted into an EJ 
organization and became New York’s 
first EJ Organization working towards 
improving the environment and human 
health in communities of color.

“Championed primarily by African-Americans, Latinos, Asians and Pacific Islanders and Native 
Americans, the environmental justice movement addresses a statistical fact: people who live, work 
and play in America's most polluted environments are commonly people of color and the poor.”    \

                (NRDC)

President Barack Obama speaks with sanitation 
workers from the Memphis Sanitation Strike

Image Credit: The White House, public domain

Civil rights leader Reverend Ben Chavis 
leading a rally against placement of a toxic 

PCB landfill in Warren County in 1982
Image Credit: Greg Gibson, AP

1990s
● Reducing Risk in All Communities (EPA)

○ This study listed ten suggestions to address EJ inequalities, including the creation of 
offices to focus on them

● Formation of The Environmental Equity Workgroup 
○ This part of the EPA explains how POC and low-income communities are at 

increased risk of bearing the environmental burden

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-timeline
https://www.sierraclub.org/environmental-justice/history-environmental-justice
http://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/unitedchurchofchrist/legacy_url/13567/toxwrace87.pdf?1418439935
https://www.nrdc.org/stories/environmental-justice-movement
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?sort=relevance&search=memphis+sanitation+strike+1968&title=Special:Search&profile=advanced&fulltext=1&advancedSearch-current=%7B%7D&ns0=1&ns6=1&ns12=1&ns14=1&ns100=1&ns106=1#/media/File:President_Barack_Obama_talks_with_participants_from_the_1968_Memphis_sanitation_strike.jpg
https://www.propublica.org/article/has-the-moment-for-environmental-justice-been-lost
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-timeline


● Establishment of the Indigenous Environmental Network
● Establishment of the National Environmental Justice Advisory Council
● First national People of Color Environmental Leadership Summit held

○ Adoption of 17 Principle of Environmental Justice
● Executive Order 12898 - Federal Actions under the Clinton administration that addressed 

EJ in minority and low-income populations
2000s
●  EPA creates Community Action for a Renewed Environment (CARE) grant program 

○ offers communities a partnership to help fund solutions to reduce releases of and 
people’s exposure to toxic pollutants

● Environmental Justice Collaborative Problem-Solving  Cooperative Agreement Program
○ allows communities using the EPA’s “Environmental Justice Collaborative 

Problem-Solving Model” to receive financial backing for projects addressing local 
environmental/public health concerns 

● Establishment of the Federal Partnership for Sustainable Communities
● Second national People of Color Environmental Leadership Summit 

2010s
● White House Forum on Environmental Justice
● Federal Agency Environmental Justice Strategies issued as part of IWG Charter
● Signing of Environmental Justice Interagency Working Group Memorandum of 

Understanding
● Release of EJSCREEN and EJ 2020 Action Agenda
● Flint Water Crisis

○ Flint, MI has been under a public health emergency since 2014 due to lead 
contamination in the public water supply (NPR)

● Dakota Access Pipeline
○ The Standing Rock Sioux protested this 4 state pipeline over fears of drinking 

water contamination and because this is a present day example of the U.S. 
government not upholding its treaties with Native Peoples (MPR)

2020s Make this decade count!!

Right: Protest in Flint, MI
Image Credit: Shannon Nobles, 

Amsterdam News

Left: Protest over Dakota Access 
Pipeline
Image Credit: Pax Ahimsa Gethen

https://www.ienearth.org/about/
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/national-environmental-justice-advisory-council
http://www.ejnet.org/ej/principles.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/laws-regulations/summary-executive-order-12898-federal-actions-address-environmental-justice
https://archive.epa.gov/care/web/html/
https://www.epa.gov/environmental-justice/environmental-justice-collaborative-problem-solving-cooperative-agreement-0
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2014-08/documents/partnership-accomplishments-report-2014-reduced-size.pdf
https://www.academia.edu/7808982/Second_National_People_of_Color_Environmental_Leadership_Summit_-_Summit_II
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/administration/eop/ceq/Press_Releases/December_15_2010
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/federal-ej-strategies
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-02/documents/iwg-charter-2011.pdf
https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyNET.exe/P100O9W2.txt?ZyActionD=ZyDocument&Client=EPA&Index=2016%20Thru%202020&Docs=&Query=&Time=&EndTime=&SearchMethod=1&TocRestrict=n&Toc=&TocEntry=&QField=&QFieldYear=&QFieldMonth=&QFieldDay=&UseQField=&IntQFieldOp=0&ExtQFieldOp=0&XmlQuery=&File=D%3A%5CZYFILES%5CINDEX%20DATA%5C16THRU20%5CTXT%5C00000004%5CP100O9W2.txt&User=ANONYMOUS&Password=anonymous&SortMethod=h%7C-&MaximumDocuments=1&FuzzyDegree=0&ImageQuality=r75g8/r75g8/x150y150g16/i425&Display=hpfr&DefSeekPage=x&SearchBack=ZyActionL&Back=ZyActionS&BackDesc=Results%20page&MaximumPages=1&ZyEntry=1
https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyNET.exe/P100O9W2.txt?ZyActionD=ZyDocument&Client=EPA&Index=2016%20Thru%202020&Docs=&Query=&Time=&EndTime=&SearchMethod=1&TocRestrict=n&Toc=&TocEntry=&QField=&QFieldYear=&QFieldMonth=&QFieldDay=&UseQField=&IntQFieldOp=0&ExtQFieldOp=0&XmlQuery=&File=D%3A%5CZYFILES%5CINDEX%20DATA%5C16THRU20%5CTXT%5C00000004%5CP100O9W2.txt&User=ANONYMOUS&Password=anonymous&SortMethod=h%7C-&MaximumDocuments=1&FuzzyDegree=0&ImageQuality=r75g8/r75g8/x150y150g16/i425&Display=hpfr&DefSeekPage=x&SearchBack=ZyActionL&Back=ZyActionS&BackDesc=Results%20page&MaximumPages=1&ZyEntry=1
https://www.epa.gov/ejscreen
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/ej-2020-action-agenda-epas-environmental-justice-strategy
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2016/04/20/465545378/lead-laced-water-in-flint-a-step-by-step-look-at-the-makings-of-a-crisis
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2016/10/11/dakota-access-pipeline-work-to-resume
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Flint_Water_Crisis.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Flint_Water_Crisis.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Stand_with_Standing_Rock_SF_Nov_2016_10.jpg


The Environmental Justice Movement (Global)

Image Credit: Russel Clark, The Collections of the State 
Library of New South Wales

As nations create more stringent regulations regarding 
pollution, some large companies, like oil companies, 
more accountable for their actions. To avoid 
compliance with environmental law, some oil 
companies and other big businesses have moved their 
operations to the developing world where they can 
exploit resources and pollute with little  

In the News: Thousands of ancient 
Aboriginal sites probably damaged in 
Australian fires

Indigenous tribes have faced human 
rights issues well before the start of the 
environmental justice movement. The 
fight for recognition as citizens of their 
independent nations goes as far back as 
the start of colonization and foreign 
settlement.  The Day of Mourning 
(1938) recognizes the injustices that the 
aboriginal people of Australia have been 
facing since white settlement, 150 years 
prior. These protests disrupted national 
celebrations and demonstrated the 
realities and injustices that the native 
people faced: forced removal, land 
degradation, and a lack of governmental 
recognition.

Photo Credit: Caroline Bennett / Rainforest Action Network

In The News: How a Human Rights Lawyer 
Went From Hero to House Arrest

oversight. This idea of keeping waste 
someplace “out of sight, out of mind” has led 
to an increased toxic burden for these nations’ 
citizens and people of indigenous groups while 
the industrialized world benefits from such 
production. Many indigenous tribes have been 
threatened by toxic pollutants and some have 
been forced to relocate as a consequence. A 
number of large civil battles have been fought 
in court, including the indigenous people of 
Ecuador vs Chevron. Many countries do not 
recognize the indigenous people living within 
their borders as citizens of an independent 
nation and thus these people lack 
representation in decisions that impact the 
environment in which they live. (CSRwire)

https://dictionaryofsydney.org/entry/day_of_mourning_1938
https://dictionaryofsydney.org/entry/day_of_mourning_1938
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-00164-8
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-00164-8
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-00164-8
https://flic.kr/p/8pm3CQ
https://www.thenation.com/article/activism/steven-donziger-chevron/
https://www.thenation.com/article/activism/steven-donziger-chevron/
https://www.csrwire.com/press_releases/40897-Chevron-Demands-Victims-of-Its-Amazon-Pollution-Pay-33-Million-for-Court-Costs-in-Ecuador-Environmental-Case


In the News:
● Data from US south shows African Americans hit hardest by Covid-19
● 'It's a racial justice issue': Black Americans are dying in greater numbers from 

Covid-19
● Why black Americans are at higher risk for coronavirus

Connections to COVID-19

People of color (POC) have been impacted by the novel coronavirus at greater rates than 
white people. In part, this is due to lack of access to health care, leading to more underlying 
health problems, jobs that are more likely to expose their workers to unsafe conditions, and 
housing that continually places its residents at risk. These systematic problems are not new, 
but are exacerbated by COVID-19. This discrepancy between the rate of infection for POC 
and their white counterparts is also an environmental justice issue. Many POC live in 
“Sacrifice Zones,” which are areas where residents live close to polluting facilities that 
disproportionately expose them to toxins. This heightened exposure increases the likeliness of 
death from COVID-19 because respiratory disease and increased susceptibility to infection 
are directly linked to higher amounts air pollution (Sierra Club). 

For more information, see: COVID-19 and Environmental Justice 

Support for Communities of Color:
Local organizations have come together to specifically lend aid to people of color and those who 
are impacted the most by coronavirus; by providing information on how to stay safe in densely 
populated apartment complexes and providing personal protective equipment, these programs are 
working to compensate for disadvantages that POC face (The Middletown Press). Accounts of 
such dedicated groups can be found here: 
‘Food is medicine’: Native chefs making healthy meals for Twin Cities elders

'People are really suffering': Black and Latino communities help their own amid coronavirus crisis
Phila. chapter of Links donate to viral testing effort

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/08/black-americans-coronavirus-us-south-data
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/08/its-a-racial-justice-issue-black-americans-are-dying-in-greater-numbers-from-covid-19
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/08/its-a-racial-justice-issue-black-americans-are-dying-in-greater-numbers-from-covid-19
https://www.cnn.com/2020/04/07/us/coronavirus-black-americans-race/index.html
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3114843/
https://www.sierraclub.org/articles/2020/04/covid-19-dim-spotlight-environmental-justice
https://www.sierraclub.org/michigan/covid-19-and-environmental-justice
https://www.middletownpress.com/news/coronavirus/article/People-of-Color-Initiative-raises-15276925.php
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2020/05/18/food-is-medicine-native-chefs-making-healthy-meals-for-twin-cities-elders
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2020/05/09/black-and-latino-community-leaders-step-in-to-help-their-own-through-coronavirus-crisis/3091419001/
https://www.phillytrib.com/metros/west_southwest_south/phila-chapter-of-links-donate-to-viral-testing-effort/article_77caa93a-59b5-53f5-9195-2f6344d4fa4a.html


Educate yourself and those around you:
● Great Sources for information:

○ Climate Section of the New York Times
○ Environment Section of National Geographic 
○ NPR News Homepage
○ The Sierra Club 

■  Check out their website for updates on policy changes, urgent concerns, 
and ways to get involved in your own community

● Diversify your bookshelf! 
○ Authors such as Lucille Clifton and J. Drew Lanham offer their views on being 

a person of color and their experiences with nature.

● Movie Night!!
○ There are many films and documentaries available for free on the topic of 

Environmental Justice:
■ Urban Roots (Collective Eye Films) available on Kanopy
■ Beyond Recognition (Documentary Educational Resources) available on 

Kanopy

Volunteer Opportunity:
If it is safe and feasible for you to do so, Volunteer Match allows you to search for 
opportunities to volunteer with groups local to your community. Search keyword: 
Environmental Justice

Even amid the uncertainty of our current lives, you can bring some justice to your local 
community by uplifting the voices of others - especially those of minorities and in 

communities of lower socio-economic means.  Help them push back against those who 
actively allow the destruction of our environment to continue. 

Action

https://www.nytimes.com/section/climate
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/search?q=environment+
https://www.npr.org/sections/news/
https://www.sierraclub.org/
https://elmhurst.kanopy.com/category/618
https://fandm.kanopy.com/video/urban-roots-0
https://fandm.kanopy.com/video/beyond-recognition
https://www.volunteermatch.org/search/orgs.jsp?l=United+States&k=environmental+justice&submitsearch=Search


Do you have questions about environmental justice? No matter how big
or small, we can help! Send them to jgowdy@fandm.edu and gwilla3@fandm.edu and we’ll 
respond. With your permission, we may even answer them in a future newsletter.  If you 
have thoughts about future segments or stories about how you’ve become more sustainable 
during the pandemic, we’d love to hear them! Write to us at gjacquat@fandm.edu and we’ll 
get back to you.  Until next time, stay safe, friends.

Questions? Comments?

Looking Ahead
We are excited to have the CSE Virtual Book Club underway as we begin reading Spillover 
(2013) by David Quammen. The e-book is available via the F&M Library for those still 
interested in reading it on their own time. Quammen explores the likelihood of an 
animal-sourced pandemic, fitting for our current pandemic, and his insights from studying 
other zoonotic viruses.  

Our next book will be The Big Melt by Ned Tillman (a F&M alumnus). This novel follows 
two recent high school graduates as their town experiences a series of natural disasters. The 
Big Melt asks audiences to consider the question: ‘how do we prepare to live in our quickly 
changing climate?’

An email with instructions to sign up for the second book in our book club will come out 
later this summer. We will invite youngsters to participate as well!

This summer, we are also premiering an Environmental Justice Film Series. This will include 
documentaries covering a variety of environmental justice issues from communities across 
the globe. A discussion will follow each film. Our first film will be The Politics of Nature - 
Environmentalism. This film follows the environmental movement and addresses the debates 
that have been surrounding the movement since its birth. Keep an eye out for more 
information on the film series in a separate email.

Our next Greenmail issue will be coming out at the beginning of June and will be discussing 
many aspects of sustainable food. Topics will include a quick-start to growing your own 
food; managing food waste; the benefits of organic, local, and seasonal food; animal 
agriculture; GMO food; and much more! 

mailto:jgowdy@fandm.edu
mailto:gwilla3@fandm.edu
mailto:gjacquat@fandm.edu
https://fandm.kanopy.com/video/politics-nature-environmentalism
https://fandm.kanopy.com/video/politics-nature-environmentalism

